
Primary & Secondary schools in Hackney teach Spanish as the first language

Secondary schools also teach Arabic, Mandarin, French, Italian, Turkish, 
Polish, Latin, Modern and Ancient Hebrew.
153 languages spoken in our schools
GCSE entries in 17 languages (2025)
Transition activities:
-Joint activities of pupils/students 
-Transfer of Year 6 Spanish attainment for every child
-Transfer of completed ASCL checklist in May
-Info on numbers transferring to each secondary,
who has been teaching in primary, level
of the HPSA, links with Spanish schools & visits
-Joint CPD and eg UEL, theatre, Kings, Turing

Bernadette Clinton, Hackney Education



“According to the 2024 Languages Trends survey, over half of primary schools 
reported no contact with local secondaries regarding Languages provision. 
(246) While reviewing different means to support the transition from Key Stage 
2 to Key Stage 3, the Review was interested to learn about the approach taken 
in Hackney, where the majority of schools in the borough focus on teaching a 
single language (Spanish) to ensure continuity and consistency from Key Stage 
2 to Key Stage 4. The initiative also includes an emphasis on inter-school 
relationships, teachers’ professional development and close engagement with 
cultural institutions such as the Spanish Consejería de Educación.(247) 
Analysis of the 2024/25 GCSE entry data shows Hackney had the highest take-
up of Spanish of all local authorities in England.(248) This does come at the 
expense of the study of other languages, with almost no take-up of German in 
2025 and French take-up at approximately half of the regional and national 
average. Overall, however, take-up of a modern language in Hackney is much 
higher than the national average.” CAR report November 2025 pages 90/91



Primary- Secondary School work beyond transition activities

1. CPD: It helps me to better

understand how students

learn and progress at KS2 

so that I can design a 

coherent programme of 

study at KS3

2. Development of students’ leadership: 

Student leadership opportunities are 

created so that secondary pupils are 

leading learning for others. They know 

what they need to do to achieve a good 

grade and are able to articulate it in front 

of an audience for a real purpose

Cristina Gainza, The Urswick School 



Benefits for Year 6 students

1.Reduces anxiety about transition 

2.Builds confidence 

3.Increases motivation

4.Improves listening and speaking skills 

5.Encourages active participation 

6.Provides real role models 

7.Supports continuity of learning

8.Promotes positive attitudes to languages

 Sara Alonso Jimeno, Blossom Federation 



Samantha Saggar, Waterside Academy
Spanish Spelling Bee
-    transition activity 
- 13 primary schools took part last year
- words/phrases taken from new GCSE spec 
- phonics practice

Waterside Academy and LEAP Federation 

- Y7s taught a 
Spanish lesson to 
Y5 and Y6 pupils 



Jacqueline Smith 
Head of Languages

(Primary and 

Secondary)

Case Study  A year 6 – year 7 project

Teaching Art through Spanish
A CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) 

project overview





liñas
Triángulo, Cuadrado, 
rectángulo, círculo, óvalo 

textura Valorcolores

forma

espacio

Spanish Vocabulary 
used in the Art 

class.





Pictures of the CLIL 
Project 



Transition projects with Secondary schools by Raquel Tola Rego
• Supporting secondary schools to develop CLIL projects (e.g.; observing and supporting 

Skinners Academy with their Art CLIL project).

• Working with multiple secondary schools simultaneously in and out of Hackney to support 
events, such as running workshops during our Hispanic Week.

• Welcoming students from secondary schools who come to teach Spanish lessons to KS1 & 
KS2 pupils and taking Y5 and Y6 pupils to teach Y8 students

• Receiving primary trainees from UCL and secondary ML trainees from UEL

• Taking Y5 & Y6 pupils to secondary schools for taster lessons of other languages.

• Joining joint activities organised by Hackney Education for KS2 & KS3 like attending a film 
in Spanish at the Rio Cinema, or a Theatre performance in Spanish at All Saints Secondary 
School.

• Teachers in primary and secondary sharing good practice.

With 
universities



Examples of transition

workshops

Y8 teaching Y5 Taster lessons

Y6 & Y5 teaching Y8

Sharing good 

practice



Some feedback from Y8 



https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/spanish 

Bernadette.Clinton@hackney.gov.uk

https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/spanish
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