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Welcome

Please see the link in the chat window for a link to where
this recording will be stored and a list of our future
webinars:
http://www.all-london.org.uk/site/index.php/webinars/

ALL London Branch Home  Events Webinars |Issues Feedback Partners  Callery

Association for Language Learning

Archive Contact

we binars " London Branch

1Assoc|at|on fon Language Learning

Webinars

« We have a regular programme of Webinars, hosted in our Adobe Connect or Zoom spaces, for which we pay
an annual subscription.

« Each webinar will have an Eventbrite registration and the link will be given in the event information
below.

» Please sign up via Eventbrite with your name and email, and you will then receive an email confirmation
with a direct link to join .

+ See our event list below for details of speakers, dates and times and links to Eventbrite registration.

¢ Click here to find out how to join a Webinar and please ensure that you have read our etiquette before

entering the room. Subscribe to our mailing list>

« See Recordings of previous webinars from links below.

National ALL >
Become a Member >



http://www.all-london.org.uk/site/index.php/webinars/
http://www.all-london.org.uk/site/index.php/webinars/
http://www.all-london.org.uk/site/index.php/webinars/

London Branch

Association ## Zoom / Webinars / YouTube streams may be
Language Learning new to some people ....

Essential things you need to know as a participant
Please be aware of our etiquette — read below.
In summary — we aim to be professional and kind!

Main rules:

* The purpose of this webinar is for language professionals to share ideas and
resources relating to teaching languages in a relaxed, friendly and supportive
environment.

* Thisis recorded so if any contributions are not relaxed, friendly and supportive,
the host will suspend the contributor immediately.

* Any problems — tell the host in private chat so that we can deal with it e.g. by
removing participants and resolving amicably later! (No time to negotiate
during webinar!)

Disclaimer:
ALL London is very happy to host speakers and participants free of charge.
Speakers and participants are responsible for what they say and display.
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Association for Language Learning

Run by teachers, for teachers
Independent and dedicated to supporting language education

Join the ALL Community

Stay informed with our weekly ALLNet newsletter, termly Languages Today « Exclusive partner perks
magazine, and the Language Learning Journal. « Discounts for the flagship event
Connect & share through local groups, online events, and a vibrant Language World 2026
community of teachers and researchers. « Dynamic Special Interest Groups
Grow professionally with peer-led CPD, practical resources, and subject
updates. Shape the future and contribute to national consultations, We Represent, Inform and

briefings, and ALL Council. Empower ALL Language Teachers

Use code ALLLondon10 for 10% off Membership* www.all-languages.org.uk
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Scroll down the page for information about Corporate Membershigfackages.

Individual Packages Group Packages

Student &
Individual Tralnee / ECT Primary
Membership Type Individual Retired Smali Group Large Group
Concesslonary (Early Career School Group
Teacher)
Annual Price £70 £45 £38 £27.50 £50 £135 £150
Members working part Available to (upto5 (up to 10 (11 or more
Membership Conditlons time, 16 hours or less paid all retired languages languages languages
employment per week members staff, 1 school) staff, 1 school) staff, 1 school)

* Access to Languages Today magazine and Language Learning Journal (Digital with
student membership)

* Regular e-newsletter - ALLNet

* Online access to the members’ area, and electronic issues of journals

* Discounted or free training courses locally and nationally, tailored to your needs
* Great special offers from our Corporate Members

e Discounts on delegate fee to the annual conference, Language World.

* As aspecial offer, if you use the code ALLLondon10 at the checkout, you can get
10% off up until the end of December

* Networking opportunities, a sense of ‘community’ and friendships.
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Who is already a member?
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13-14 March 2026

https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026

Friday 13 - Saturday 14 March 2026
Leonardo Hotel Hinckley Island

Langggge Leicestershire

Collaboration at the heart of languages education



https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026
https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026
https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026

London Branch

Association fez
Language Learning

T N

Hackney )
3 schoo\lsjj
N v

AR

 ALL Co-President, . '

NS

OO
999.9.9

)

\’:“"0‘% |

Association
Language Learning,
London Branch

Saturday January 17t 2026

([ Exhbition :
~

p—

,‘/’ F;rievndl\y \
\ \71 teachers
Q"’\A, “*’j
X
N
\

X
{
4

- SO N

4// = 771\3 =
. Steve Smith (
\—AY\/_;)Y\ n\,(\j}
7 T\ Jennifer

 Drinks Wozniak
\—M\\/\

"\ Trainee

—/ B 4 ‘\,»\~
\ |

teachers
7 @ all-london.org.uk
il M ALL London Regional Branch

~ Biscuits
.

@ AlLLLondonpage
¥ @all-london.org.uk
@alllondonbranch

7 [V} L
The ALL London January Event 2026 ( Reffle
Saturday January 17th 2026 10.00 - 2.45! Pi'i"'s

BFI (British Film Institute) A

p !

¢ Exam boards [
S

S o Freebies

Y
.

South Bank London SE18XT /.

—_

- {
TV e

_ .
[ Travel N

( s
~ organisers

St

BE mEnns
-m .

http://tinyurl.com/alljanevent26



http://tinyurl.com/alljanevent25

London Branch

Association fez
Language Learning

London: City of Languages

https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/

London  Cityof f{{3
"% Home | Aboutus + Events Activities | Resources Newsltems | Galler Contact us
J Languages Jlonjaou = ¥

London: City of Languages

# One city. 300+ languages. Endless possibilities.

London is the most linguistically diverse city in the world—and
that's something to celebrate. London: City of Languages brings
together learners, teachers, parents, and communities to:

#: Celebrate London’s extraordinary language diversity

Inspire people of all ages to learn and enjoy languages

& Engage families, schools, and communities in supporting
language education SCAN M E
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Language Learning

Overview

e Welcome — Catherine Ames
 Practical Advice — David Blow
 Exam Board FAQs — Helen Myers
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V4 Mon 8th Dec

Grading and tiering in the new GCSEs in
French, German and Spanish — June 2026
followed by
Questions posed to the exam boards

We will tend to use “ML GCSE” as shorthand for “French,
German and Spanish GCSE”, but do note that it is only those
languages which have a new specification



08/12
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Why we can’t have grade
boundaries determined in advance,
both generally and now

And why it would actually be wrong and unfair
on the pupils to do so

Even though it sounds reasonable and fair.......

Sometimes, the truth is elusive and complex, and even approximate,
but that does not mean we should accept the simplistic but false



08/12/2025

17

Comparing grade boundaries can be misleading

Grade boundaries are adjusted each year to keep approx. % same
Don’t look at grade boundaries in other subjects

As far as any individual subject is concerned, because the national %
getting each grade remains essentially constant, any change in grade
boundaries will be a reflection of whether the pupils score more or
fewer marks in the papers than in other years.

It is tempting to want to talk about something which seems tangible
(figures) but it can be unhelpful when in fact the raw marks and
boundaries do not tell you anything about standards from year to year,
from subject to subject, or paper to paper.

And similarly, it is impossible to precisely define in a
measurable way a “grade 4 student”, “grade 5 student”, etc



Grade boundaries — Ofqual statements

Grade boundaries change from year to year

- If an exam is easier than in previous years, the grade boundaries for that paper will be
higher. If it is harder, the grade boundaries will be lower.

- The difficulty of exam questions varies year to year, even though exam boards try to
keep the level of demand consistent. That’s because it is impossible to determine how
difficult students will find a paper until it is taken.

- This is why new grade boundaries are set each year — to reflect the difficulty of that
particular paper, and to ensure that it is no easier or harder to get a grade in any given
year.

The standard of work needed to get each grade remains comparable year on year

Grade boundaries are decided after students take exams and when marking is nearly

complete — _
Ofqual on grade boundaries (in 2024) https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-as-and-a-

level-results-for-england-summer-2024

Ofqual in 2025 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-and-a-level-grading-what-you-
need-to-know/gcse-and-a-level-grading-what-you-need-to-know



P Pearson
Edexcel

Grade boundaries from Pearson....

Grade Boundaries for
the new Pearson Edexcel

French, German and —y
What will the grade boundaries be for the MFL GCSE ] [

S pa n | S h G CS E S specifications in 2026? =

: Even when a qualification is not new, and has not changed its

Answer ﬂg YO ur ﬂ’E‘.Q ue HUY content or assessment model, grade boundaries are not set until after the

asked QUE'.SUO NS assessments have been marked. This is the case for existing qualifications, as well as new
ones, because until students have taken the assessments, we can't know how demanding
they will find the questions and papers, compared to previous years. This is even more

so the case when there is a qualification that is entirely new and the assessment model,

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/da
m/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/grade-
boundaries-faq-2026-pearson-edexcel-gcse-
mfl.pdf/

content, number of marks, paper weightings, etc. have changed.

AQA have produced guidance
on tierign decisions — covered
later in examboard section



Be very wary of using any of

Recap - the “grade boundaries” which
are being circulated.

- Grade boundaries are determined to fit “comparable
outcomes” generally, and especially when change
- Their absolute value does not have intrinsic meaning

Gradehourdaries

So, what can we do......



Grading and tiering — comparable outcomes

Whenever there is a change in qualifications, Ofqual and the exam
boards take special steps using statistical methods to ensure that
students have the same chance of getting each grade before and after
the change, referred to as “comparable outcomes”

This is what happened in 2017 and 2018 with the change to the new
GCSEs then in all subjects.

So schools can use a similar approach to both estimate likely grades
and to make decisions on tiering

Albeit with the complication that there is no prior attainment information
for this cohort and next year’s (as no KS2 in 2020 and 2021)

https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2016/12/01/comparing-like-with-like-in-2017/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2017/03/10/comparable-outcomes-and-new-a-levels/
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- Important to note the change in entry patterns,
because “comparable outcomes” adjusts for this

GCSE French & German were
brought into line with Spanish (taking

profile into account) for 2020, but
effect masked by TAGs and CAGs,

so completed 2024 (and maintained
into 2025)
Plus change in Computing

Note that French and German is
a completion of the 2019 decision

Whereas the comparator subjects
(dotted lines) have stayed similar
2023 to 2024 and Spanish in line with
rise in History, there has been a clear
greater increase in French, German
and Computing
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GCSE %4+ 2019-25
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- 4= History

—=—Computing

—=— French

=8 (3erman

—e—Spanish

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

French, German, Spanish and Computing

Relative to Spanish, there has been a skew
towards pupils with higher prior attainment
taking French and German, and fewer
pupils with lower prior attainment.
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National grades in June 2026

- We can therefore be confident that NATIONALLY,

% pupils at grade 4+

in French =73 -75%, German 79 — 81%, Spanish 69 — 71%
* % pupils at grade 7+

in French = 28 - 30%, German 33 — 35%, Spanish 25 - 27%

Differences in profile of those taking
French, German and Spanish

— average Maths grade:

— average English grade: schools, and are from
Ofqual for England

French = 5.6, German = 6.1, Spanish = 5.4

https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/GCSE/Outcomes/
- worth downloading all the data and then filtering



Grading using previous years — 2024-25

- Our advice would be to assume that the ability and likely outcomes
of the pupils will be similar to previous years, and to use a similar
distribution of grades to that obtained by Year 11 in Jun 2025 and
Jun 2024 as the years with the Ofqual changed grading.

* Pupils can be ranked on the assessments they have taken, and then
allocated a grade using the likely distribution.

- It can also be very helpful to look at the distribution English and
Maths grades obtained by ML students in the actual exams in 2024
and 2025 and what was “predicted” in Year 10, and cross-reference
to the English and Maths grades being given to the current Year 10
ML students.



Language

“Attainment” -

“Progress” — needs point of comparison

“Target”

“\/alue-added” Different schools use different

language.

“Achievement”
. . It's important to be clear about your
Expected performance school’s policy and make adjustments

“Minimum expected grade” if necessary.

“Flightpath” The process here will give you realistic
“Standards” expected grades



If your school does more than
one of French, German and
Spanish GCSE, then this needs Wo rke d exa m p I e

to be done separately for each

In this example school, over the two years
2024 and 2025 there were an average of
60 pupils taking say French GCSE.

On average 6 pupils gained grade 9,

12 gained grade 5 etc

Dividing by 60, we can convert these to
percentages, so 10% gained grade 9,

20% gained grade 5 etc

Do see your data manager or other
colleagues if you are not comfortable
with doing the calculations

no in
subject
| 60
. ave'24, | no_each
gradeé 25 | grade
_______ 9 .M B
........ 8 .00 ¢ 8.
....... LA O SO A
........ 6 .i.10% B
....... 3 5.2 s 12
....... 4 18 B
....... E 0 L S
....... 2 B B
....... 1.0 0% + 0
60




Starting point

* Our starting assumption to get initial
figures is that the cohort ability profile is
same as in previous years
(we will look later at checking that)

- Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to
calculate how many of each grade there
will be if same distribution

- So if there are 80 in current Y11 doing
French GCSE, then 10% of 80 = 8 who
would get a grade 9; etc.

Y11 Jun 26
no in Mg in
subject subject
60

ave '24, | no. each no. each
grad&; 25 | grade | | grade
Coey s | S
i B
_______ 0 0 T
....... 6 100 8 ] B
....... R < RO N -
...... 4 ..m% s 2 LA
....... AR L. OO N S
...... 2 AR A i
....... 1...9% 0
60 A0




Rank the pupils

The next step is to rank the pupils using whatever
assessment information you feel is relevant. This may be
a recent mock exam, practice speaking test, Y10 exam, etc
(or some weighted combination).

BEFORE assigning grades, do feel free to use your
professional judgement in terms of comparing adjacent

pupils “who is more likely to get a higher grade?” (note
that this is overall exam focussed)



Assign estimated grades

8 pupils would get a grade 9 in this example,
so assign grade 9 to the first 8 pupils.

Then the next 8 get grade 8 etc
And continue to the end
This is your starting set of grades

But what do you do if you have used a
Foundation mock and a Higher mock. You
mustn’t just use the raw marks, as a student
taking both Foundation and Higher would get
much higher raw marks on the than the Higher

Y11 Jun 26

no in
subject

60
- ave ‘24,  no. each

gradeé 25 | grade
....... 9.. -
....... AL . S
7 9
....... 6. 10% i 6
_______ 5 30% 12|
4.0.00% D
3 9
...... 2 5% | 3
_______ 1% 0
60




Estimating grades using tiered

assessment data

* Do the first steps to get the overali
distribution for the subject

* Grades 4 and 5 are the overlap grades

- A few from Higher may get grade 3 but
ignore for now

The qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 1 to 9 — where 9 is the
best grade.

A student taking Foundation tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the
range of 1 to 5. Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade 1 will
be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not receive a qualification certificate.

A student taking Higher tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the
range of 4 to 9. A student sitting the Higher tier who just fails to achieve grade 4
will be awarded an allowed grade 3. Students who fail to reach the minimum
standard for the allowed grade 3 will be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not

receive a qualification certificate. https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-
8652/specification/general-administration

Y11 Jun 26

o in
subject
| 60
. ave '24, | no. each
gradeé 25 | grade

w

o in
subject




Now repeat using the tiered outcomes

There were on average
20 doing Foundation and 40
doing Higher

Fill in the grades they obtained
in Foundation and Higher

Calculate the percentages of
THOSE DOING TIER

e.g. 9 getting grade 3 is 45% of
20

The totals should match

Numbers in these columns should match

~

no in
subject

60

ave ‘24, : no. each

non Mo in
Found- : TOTAL
. Higher
2801
Foundascy 20 Higher 40 60

T~

grade:

grade| o5 . grade

______ 9 | 10% : 6
....... 8 [ 10% : 6
....... T 18% @ 9
....... 6 [ 10% : 6
....... 5 [.20% : 12
....... 4 | 15% i 9
....... 3 [ 18% 8
....... 2 | 5% i 3

1 0% 0

:ave '24, ino. each

25

ave '24

, ino. each

no. each
grade

. grade | 25

. grade




Apply to current Year 11 — Foundation mocks

There are 30 in Year 11 who have done
Foundation mock assessments (doesn’t mean
they are going to be entered for Foundation)

Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to
calculate how many of each grade there will be
if same distribution

So of the 30 in current Y11, then
20% of 30 = 6 who would get a grade 5 from
Foundation tier; etc.

Round decimal points, but you may need
manual adjustment e.g. 14 grade 3 and 4 grade
2 so that total remains same

Y11 Jun 26
Mo in no in
Found- Found-
230N alion
Foundadod 20 30
gradeg ave '24, nn::r each no. each
25 | grade grade
....... CIR I T
....... ]
....... LA S SN N R
-
5 20% 4 i
...... 4 5. 20% A B
_______ 3 .45% ;8 | |.185
...... 25185 A s
1 0% 0 0
100% 20 30




Repeat for current Y11 Higher mocks

There are 50 in Year 11 who have done
Higher mock assessments (doesn’t mean
they are going to be entered for Higher)

Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to
calculate how many of each grade there will
be if same distribution

So of the 50 in current Y11, then
15% of 50 = 7.5 (round to 8) who would get a
grade 5 from Higher tier; etc.

Round decimal points, but you may need
manual adjustment e.g. 8 grade 9 and 7
grade 8 so that total remains same

Mo in no in

Higher Higher

Higher 40 A0
qrade ave ‘24 m} each nu each
25 i grade i grade

g : 15% @ 6 . 75
_______ 8 .15% . 6. .| ..15.]
...... M..223% : 2.0 .1l
....... 6 .15k LB LBl
...... I 0 NN R W L
...... 4 .0.129% 1 s L.Ba ]
...... T WU S S S
...... F20% N S R A

1
100% 40 5{)




- Small manual adjustment is

Bring it all together

fine to be sensible

Numbers in these columns should be
similar but may not match exactly if
proportion doing Foundation is different,

but think “fitness for purpose”

N

no in Mo in naim no in e no in
. . Found- . TOTAL Found- TOTAL
subject subjec _ Higher i Higher
230N afion
60 a0 Foundaio 20 Higher 40 60 30 50 a0
grade ave 24 rm each no. each gradeé ave 24, nn each | ave "24, nn each|no. each no. eachgnn. each|no. each
25 grade : Qrade i 25 grade 25 ¢ grade | grade grade : grade | grade
...... O L N S [N - B - b TE T
_______ 8 .10% ;8| iE ] |8 S T
....... 7of.1s% o9 fio12 LT i 1125 | 1125
_______ 6. 10% ¢ 8| 2] |8 e JB L TE
....... 5 [.20% ;12 f i 18 | |5 ¢ 20% S A T
....... 4 | 18% ;o o1z ) |4 0% 4 B..1.825 | 1225
....... 3o.18% o9 i1z ) L3 45% SN2 T
_______ 2 | 5% 3 o4 |21 i 3 BT T =
1 0% i 0 1 0 ]
100% 60 80 30 o0 a0




Rank the pupils

Now rank the pupils within each tier using whatever
assessment information you feel is relevant. This may be
a recent mock exam, practice speaking test, Y10 exam, etc
(or some weighted combination).

BEFORE assigning grades, do feel free to use your
professional judgement in terms of comparing adjacent
pupils “who is more likely to get a higher grade?” (note
that this is overall exam focussed)



Assign estimated grades within tier

6 pupils in Foundation would get a grade 9 in this
example, so assign grade 5 to the first 6 pupils.

Then the next 6 get grade 4 etc
And continue to the end
Then repeat with Higher

This is your next set of grades, using the tiering
info

Have a particular look at the overlap grade (4,5)
and those pupils who have been given those
grades

Does that help with deciding who is going to be
entered for which tier?

Y11 Jun 26
Mg in o
Found- TOTAL
Higher
aion
30 Al a0
nn.eachénu.each no. each
grade grade E grade | grade
....... A I N L
....... 0 AN ST WL
....... ol 120 1125
....... 6 i I LT
....... 2 1.8 .10 ).
...... 4.)..8....508 | BhH
....... A L\ A L. I
...... 2 A A
1 0
3 o) a0




“sense-checks”

- We are grateful to Steve Howse from SMID
https://smidreport.com/ for his help in supplying the
following typical sample information regarding the
distribution of GCSE grades obtained by individual
pupils in Maths / English Language and French /

NEW SMID Training Webinars Added | Next: Pupil

Reports | Sign Up For Free

as percentage of total no.

German / Spanish / Language bucket in June 2025 | % | %
. . . . sloioioioioio i1i1 2 f3) 6
When there was not KSZ prlor attalnment Informatlon E ........ |:||:|¢|:| ....... |:| ........ |:| e f ...... 1' ........ 2 3 [} ..... g .....
* These figures are more representative of state schools ; ........ gggg? ..... : o i g g; ........ f; .....
than the Ofqual ones which include indept. (small diff)  [5775" 56" 7 37 5] 4 27 7|%
Fr4|0:i0:0:1 3|3 i2:1:+1:0]|12
o () - - PR S S SR SO N 1
S0 3% of pupils entering French and Maths GCSE EIC S EI R R EARA AT
gained a grade 9 in both 2)o.0]t]2 2 1:.0.0 0:0]7
: : : Jpejoloi1 1, 0:0:0: 0:0]3.
- 5% gained a grade 5 in French and a grade 6 in Maths o To (oo 078 e e e e
. . . 0 1i2:3:4:5:6:7 8i09[100
- Severe grading means 55% gained higher Maths grade o5 7 77 21 %5 13 5 8]
Maths

than French, 20% higher French than Maths




Using school’s grades in Maths and
English to “sense-check”

It’s important (refer back to “Language” slide) that like-with-like are
being used e.g. how do Maths grades for current Year 11 relate to
the actual grades for Y11 in June 2025

Hence why this is called a “sense-check” rather than the main way
of estimating the grades.

But it may help you to do some double-checking if you feel that the
cohort in French this year are different from that last year.

Because virtually all pupils do Maths and Eng Lang, they do give a
useful point of reference.



as percentage of total no.

Using Maths / Eng grades :

— el ol '

as an estimate of ability :

23

Fr 12

18

- Recalculate the percentages so that

Lo N e e e T s T e T o T e T T

[ R A L R FE A N = R S o = T ]
el B T e T v T e e R R e T e
[ e T e T N O S T e T e R s T e e
[ R R L I L A O e T e e -
FN R A A T s R S B L R = ]
g e T T e T L Y % T I e T % R O )
e B = T T R T G LN I R I LR
[ e T T e B R L= B b= R R I R % )

[ e R R S R

they are not of all (top-right) but for

=

100
100

== T e T e T e e o R e TR R LK R

-

each Maths grade. as percentage of each grade
- So of all the pupils doing Maths and 1| | %

: 9 (0 0:0i1:1:1 3514|238
French who gained a Maths grade 9, DEIDRD L
38% gained a 9 in French, Tl0:3:i1i1:2:6 12|19(23; 16
6 (0 :0:1:1:; 3+ 6 |[1a[15:10: 6

30% gained a8in French, etc . ..........
. So if there are 10 pupils doing French el T e T T e
with “predicted” grade 9 Maths,a |, 3|12i22 solararize 121674 0
reasonable estimate of their French et 2 u 2 :, ..... ...... ﬁ ..... ﬁ .....
grades would be 4 grade 9, 3 grade 8, |l ¢+ e

etc

=
i
L
E
E
Pl
P2
L
L

0123455?39
Tol| 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100|100 100
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More information online

* Detailed steps on how to do process from last June for Y10 were
published in blog https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/06/practical-
suggestions-for-grading-your.html

* And https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/08/why-grade-boundaries-
can-be-misleading.htmi

- A new blog has been started
https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/12/practical-advice-on-grade-
estimation.html
and will be updated to give additional information on how to do the
calculations and do additional sense checks. Do share with your data
manager or senior colleagues as they will have ready access to the
information required and may well offer to do the calculations for you




Severe Grading

- This is a useful opportunity to remind people of the severe
grading in GCSE ML which is a historic anomaly going back
to O-level and first identified 50 years ago!

- A recent analysis by FFT Datalab is at

https://ffteducationdatalab.orqg.uk/2025/05/grading-severity-at-
key-stage-4-in-2024/

- Helen Myers maintains a page on the ALL London website
full of useful information and links

https://all-london.org.uk/severe-grading/
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These changes from 2024 to 2025 are likely to
reflect policy changes around 2022-23 potentially
arising from Ofsted policy and judgements.

/. But note variation between change and actual %
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LA - % entered for EBacc v change from 2024 to 2025
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Language entries by county (Ofqual)

Rutland in centre
distorts Spanish, - French v German - Spanish
but London does *

not have p
particularly high I
entries in Fr,Gn,
Sp, or even
individual other
languages such

. Italian :
as Arabic, -
Polish, etc
Perc_eptage of SIU?EHIS
:;T;n ar‘ ultin
Note different scales ~ F.i %
for colouring e.qg. 04 0o

Spanish is 0 — 26%, Wi
German 0 — 6%,
Polish 0 — 1.8%




Questions to the Exam Boards

 Over to Helen..............

2222222222



Edexcel: writing

Writing: Overlap question (80-90 word) and Higher question (130-150 word)

(1) We would like more guidance on using the mark schemes, especially
where different elements fall in different bands.



Answer

Key points:
Note that in response to teacher feedback changes were

made through an Ofqual amendment in July to the criteria
Clearer guidance on use of tenses
Clearer illustration of major and minor errors in the glossary

of terms. (show here)

SAMs up-dated accordingly



Answer

Use of tenses ...

(Now aligned with AQA)

Timeframes refers to expressions of past, present and future. Various tenses can be used to express a
timeframe. For example, the present tense in the following sentence iIs used to express a future timeframe:
T'm seeing my friends next week.” In the following sentence a future tense i1s used to express a future
timeframe: “l will go to the cinema”.




Answer

Glossary ... minor
errors / major errors
(now aligned with
AQA)

Errors (AO3 grids: all questions)

A minor error - inaccurate but does not prevent meaning, i.e. the message may take time to understand but is still

understood (see tables below).

A major error - inaccurate and prevents meaning, i.e. the message cannot be understood (see tables below).

Minor errors — inaccurate but do not prevent meaning

Adjective agreement

La mer est vert.
Mon frére est intelligente.

Spelling (slight)

J'aime le frommage.

Gender

Dans le ville il y a un piscine.

Accents

Mon anniversaire est le deux fevrier.

Contractions

Ma maison est prés de le parc.

Word order (incorrect)

Je n’ai mangé pas a midi.

Mother-tongue interference

Maon pére est un professeur.
C’est mon anniversaire, je suis 16 ans.

Relative pronouns

Maon frére, que aime le foot, joue tous les samedis.

Vocabulary

Mon équipe a joué trés mauvais.
Mon ami est dans France.

Constructions

En France il y a chaud en &té.

Missingl/incorrect accents

Mon anniversaire est le deux fevrier/février

Major errors — inaccurate and prevent meaning

Incorrect verb formation

Est-ce que nous allez au cinéma ce soir?
J'alle au marche.
Je recéve des cadeaux.

Spelling (misleading)

J'aime la nation et le tennis.

Tenses (incorrect)

Demain il est allé au collége en bus.

Vocabulary

Ma mére est courante.

Use of infinitive instead of conjugated verb

Lucie aveir un accident de voiture.

Mismatch of subject and reflexive pronoun

Je veux s’amuser.

Mother-tongue interference

Maon pére travaille dans un office.

NB: These are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. Some errors may fall into more than one category.




Edexcel

Writing: Overlap question (80-90 word) and Higher question (130-
150 word)

“Are there any Sample Assessment Materials which illustrate full-
mark answers? This would help us with our understanding of the

mark scheme - especially when the top mark is in a single mark
band”



Document with link to full or nearly full-mark answers: (full-mark answers for

other writing questions, but not for 80/90 or 130-150 or translation)

Rationale:
samples were provided by real students who had not yet completed the full
course.’ The examiner commentaries are very detailed and should really help
teachers to see what students needed to do to get a higher, or top mark, in
each skill area.’
The exemplars are designed to be used alongside our training - both online
and recorded - and surrounding support via Rebecca and our other contact
points so that we can help with any queries around mark schemes and how
to apply the criteria.



8-page document — see Helen’s Blog

Pearson Edexcel Exemplar links - GCSE 2024 MFL
1. French
Writing (FT):

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/french-paper-4-glf-exemplars.pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:
Response A(8/8), Responses Band C (7/8)
Writing (FT /HT):

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/french-writing-exemplars-final-october-2024 . pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:
FT @2 Response A(14/14)
FTQ3/HTQ1Response C(17/18)

HT Q2 Response F (21/22)

Translation:
https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/french-paper-4-writing-translation-exemplars.pdf

FT: Exemplar A(8/10)
HT: Exemplar E(7/10)
Conversation (Speaking):

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/gcse-french-paper-1-conversation-exemplars.zip

Full mark (orvery close to full mark) examples:
FT-Exemplar A14/16

HT - Exemplar A16/16

2.G
. erman

r 3. Spanish
Writing (FT) Writing (FT):

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam,/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/tea
and-learning-materials/German%20Paper%204%20Q1F%20exemplars.pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:
@1-Response A(8/8)

ResponsesBand C(7/8)

Writing (FT/HT)

qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-af
learning-materials/german-writing-exemplars-final-october-2024. pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:
FTQ2:Response A(13/14)

FTQ3/HT Q1:Response C (17/18)

HT Q2: Response F(22/22)

Translation:

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German,/2024/tea

and-learning-materials/german-paper-4-writing-translation-exemplars. pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:

FT: Exemplar A{10/10); Exemplar B(2/10)

HT: Exemplar E(9/10)

—

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/spanish-paper-4-alf-exemplars.pdf

Full mark (or close to full mark) examples:
@1:Exemplars A, Band C (7/8)
Writing (FT/HT):

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/spanish-writing-exemplar-final-october-2024.pdf

Fullmark (or close to full mark) examples:
FTQ2:Response A(14/14)

FTQ3/HTQI: Response C(17/18)

HT @2: Response F (19/22)

Translation:

https://aualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-
and-learning-materials/spanish-paper-4-writing-translation-exemplars.pdf

Fullmark (or close to full mark) examples:
ET: ExemplarA (8/10)
HT: Exemplar E (9/10)




e.g. Example of nearly full marks 80-90 - French

Pearson
Edexcel

Student response C

Pearson
Write to your friend about shopping. Edexcel

You must include the following points:

* types of shops in your area Examiner commentary C
« your opinion of one shop with reasons

« what you have bought recently Total marks: 17 out of 18 marks
« where you will go for your next shopping trip. Response to stimulus (AO2): 13 out of 13 marks Linguistic knowledge and accuracy (AO3): 4 out of 5 marks

* The student has addressed the four bullet points, albeit the third | ¢ There is occasional variety e.g. ‘boulangerie’, ‘vétements’
bullet point being about an item of food, which is maybe not ‘chaussures’, ‘region’ etc., but the range of vocabulary used is

Write your answer in French. You should aim to write between 80 and 90 words.

Do S 0000 28 H 3 B LMY AL DDA AL S exactly what was intended by the question but is still acceptable. generally not very wide. Occasionally, the student has used more
2 I I O T S5 Las It sits comfortably in the 11-13 mark band. complex structures and includes a range of conjunctions e.g. ‘plus
i > ¥ « Each bullet point is developed, the first one by including a range génial', ‘qui’, and ‘parce que'. This makes it a good fit for the 3-4
L e L of shops, the second one by giving information about the location mark band in terms of variety.
Sk AR ulAko. of the shop and reason for liking it. The third bullet point gives * The student has a good command of all the verbs and uses all
SR T —— clear details about what they have bought and a personal opinion three timeframes successfully. There is also fairly good use of
A _toen. %, Sipeafice... laoh. Lo douleaas . Poccs ‘c'etait delicioux'. The last bullet point is fully developed and the time marker linkage such as ‘Récemment’, and ‘La semaine
3 g 3 inclusion of the third person ‘Chloé’ offers further development. prochaine’. The response fits in mark band 5 for this aspect.
A L BN L 8S, " BB ARSI o R AR As frequent development is shown, this piece is placed inthe 11- | « There is some accurate language but this script does not quite fit
N T 13 mark band for this aspect. in the top mark band despite the absence of major errors. This is
P BROLAN, o AT LR R B PR IR * The response is comprehensible, with only slight ambiguity because of the frequency of minor errors such as incorrect
dy lE e o v throughout the passage due to the use of ‘¢a’ or other omissions. genders, lack of accents and mispellings; e.g. ‘norritures’,
It remains a good fit for the 11-13 mark band. ‘beaucoup des', ‘c'est trés belle’, 'dans ville' ‘a la magasins’,
‘voudrais’, and ‘chausseures’ etc. The best fit for this response is
RTcamoneobv.J o AAAS e M ) e S S DAL DN The best-fit approach results in this response being placed in the 11- therefore in the 3-4 mark band.
R TP TP T SN e TP PR 1 13 mark band for response to stimulus, with a top mark of 13 since
) a the student has met all three assessment criteria well. The best-fit approach results in this response being placed in the 3-4
e e o e e L e mark band for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. As the few errors
B S . o do not impair meaning and the verbs and timeframes, in particular,
are correct, this piece can be awarded a mark of 4.
L.o Semenne RO O L) B SIS OME.L, FROF X S—
oo R, f.m«.\‘ :u(’;u\ AR R M e R OB
PO G le OGGAIINS A smetement s . Perret
AQune. .)a AL AL O S achetar Aes, v kements
pome oA O DDA RO famnS Chale.s
o deois [CN AN XY AeS [APAVEL Y XX P
B aon Danasl
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My analysis ..

1) Type out and
highlight errors —
word count

80 — 90 word EdeXxcel
—an example of a response with nearly full marks (17/18)

Write to vour friend about shopping.
You must include the following points:

* types of shops in vour area

* vyour opinion of one shop with reasons

* what vou have bought recently

* where vou will go for vour next shopping trip

Write your answer in French. You should aim to write between 80 and 90 words.

Dans ma région il v a beaucoup des magasins. Il v a les magasins des vétements les magasins des
norritures et les magasins des jeux de vidéo.

A mon avis je préfere le boulangerie parce que c'est trés belle et délicieux. C'est aussi dans le
centre ville a Derby qui est plus génial parce que je peux faire du vélo ¢a.

Récemment dans © ville je suis allé au café et y'ai acheté un fasse de thé avec un croissant pour
mon petit dejuner. I'ai mangé le croissant c'était delicienx.

La semaine prochaine je vais aller avec mon ami Chloé au centre * ville en voiture a le magasing
de vétements parce que je voudrais acheter des vétements pour mon anniversaire, mais Chloé

voudrais acheter des chausseures pour mon annivesaire.

[130 words ... ]




My analysis ..

2) Analyse AO2 (response to
stimulus) with reference to
examiner comments and

AO02Z [R]: Response to stimulos
(13 marks) 13/13 — full marks

ANALYSIS
AQ2 - responsze to stimulus
addr | Rsvelopsd ? Comprshepsibls ?
gased
7
types of shops in your area
Dans ma région il v a beaucoup des magazins. Il | ¥ Y- including a range of shops
v a les magasins des vétements les magasins des (3 examples)

| nBfritures et les magasins des jeux de vidéo.
your opinion of one shop with reasons

A mon avis je préfere le boulangerie parce que | ¥ Y giving information about
c'est trés belle et délicienx. Clest aussi dans le the location, of the shop and

centre ville a Derby qui est plus génial parce reason for liking it (3 details)
aue ﬂ

what you have bought recently

Récemment dans I& je suis allé au café et ¥ Y - clear details about what _—

j'ai achete un tasse de thé avec un crowssant pour they have bought and a_
mon petit d&juner. 'ai mangeé le croissant c'était personal opinion “gléfait
lici delicienx” (3 details)

where you will go for your next shapping trip

La semaine prochaine je vais aller avec mon ¥ Y - fully developed and the

ADZ E Addressed [D]: Development E: I:nml:mhnnnl.bln
11-13 All four bullet points Frequent development of | Fesponse 1s comprehensible; an occasional
addreszed 1deas meszage may be unclear.
8-10 Three or more bullet points Some development of Eezponse 15 generally comprehensible; some
addressed 1deas messages may be unclear/difficult to
underztand immediately.
5-7 Two or more bullet points Occasional, brief Some parts of response are comprehenszible;
addressed. development of ideas the message sometimes breaks down.
14 One or more bullet point Little or no extra detail Limited partz of response are
addressed added to 1deas comprehensible; the meszage often breaks
down
0 No rewardable material.

ami Chloé au centre ville en vorture & le inclusion of the third person
magasing de vétements parce que je voudrais ‘Chioé” offers further
acheter des vétements pour mon anniversaire, development. (3 details)
mais Chloé youdrais acheter des chapsseures
our mon gnpivesa
TONCLUSION .. 11-13 | 11-13 11-13

1e student has addressed the four bullet points, albeit the third bullet point being about an item of food, which 1s mayhe not
acthy what was intended by the question but is still acceptable.
sits comfortably in the 11-13 mark band.

ich bullet pomt 12 developed, the first one by including 2 range of shops, the second one by giving information about the

inion ‘cétait déliciens’. The last bullet point is fully developed mnd the imclusion of the third person *Chloé” offers further
velopment. As frequent development is shown, this piece is placed in the 11-
mark band for this aspect.

[he response is comprehensible, with only slight ambiguity thronghout the passage due to the use of ‘gz’ or other cmissions. It
maing 2 good fit for the 11-13 mark band.



My analysis ..

3) Analyse AO3 (Linguistic
knowledge and accuracy) with
reference to examiner comments

and glossary of terms

[L.]: Linsuistic knowledge and accuracy

ANATLYSIS - A02 — Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

5 marks) = 4/5
[V]: + Structures _
AD3 Eﬂwmmmeﬂw [T]): Tenses [A]): Bccuracy

5 Some vanety of vocabulary and | Generally succes=fiol nze of | Anv errors are mainly minor ]
grammatical structurss, some past, present and futurs but some major srrors may oocur,
extended sentences; occasional timeframes particularly i complex
complex lanzuage structures and senfences.

14 Deeazional vanety of Some zuccezzfinl uza of past, | Emorz are mainhy minor
voczbulary and grammmatical prazant and future but some major aITor: MaY CoCur.
structures; oceasionally timeframes
extended senfences.

1-2 Limited vanety of vocabulary Limited succezs with Limited accuracy i the
and grammaztical structurss; differant timeframes. languagzs;
short, simple sentences frequent smrors both major and

TEINOT.

0 Mo rewardable material,

Varicty of Timch Ao v

Nocahuany + Struciures

_ Extersion =

o ¥
Dians ma région il ¥ a beaucoup des magasms. | Occamional variety: | Good command | Some accurate
Il v a les magasins des vétements les magasins of all verbs + languagzs
des porrituzes et les magasms des jeux da +" Boulangzerie uses all 3
wviddo. " Weteraents, tmneframes Absence of major

~" Ragion successfully. erors BUT “deas not
A mon avis ja préféra e honlangerie parce que | +" Chaussoras quite fit m the top
c'est fraz halle ot déhiciere. Clest awssi dane le Fairy good uza hand’ becanse of
contre vills 3 Derby qu est plos gémal parce Complex structures | of time marker Frequency of minor
que je pewx fare du vélo ga. linkags. BITOTE
+" Plus gémial +' pACemnnEnt - Incorrect gendars

Fécemmment dans ™ ville je suis allé au cafs et O ¥ la semame - Lack of accants
j'al achets un fasse de thé avec un crodssant + Parce gua pronhalne - Misspellings
pour mon petit dajymer. T'al mangeé la croizsant - Mermihmas
c'atant deliciess, Range of - Beancoup des

conunchons - (gt tras balle
La semaine prochaine je vais aller aver mon - Danz 3lla,
anu Chloé an cenfre ™ ville snvorhwre a la - A lamazazmns
marzsne de vatements parce qua je voudrals - [Chloe] Mondrzis
achater das vétements pouUr mon ENNIVETEATE, chanssenres,
mais Chloé zondrais acheter des ghanssenes

our men no2sal

CONCLITSION - 3-4 band 3 band 34 band

Thers is occasional variety 2.z, ‘boulangerie’, ‘gitements” ‘chausmures’, “ragion” ste., but the range of vocabulary usad is
Eenarally mot very wida.

Orocasionzlly, the stadent has used more comple structures and ncludes a range of conjunctions e g. *plus gépal’, 'oui’, and
‘perce . This makes it a good ft for the 3=4 reark hand in terms of varisty

The stadent has a good comemand of 2l the verbs and uses 21l three timaframes succeszfully. Thers is glso fairly good uss of tine
marker linksge such 2z ‘Bécenpment’, and “La zemzine prochaipge’. The response fts in mark band 5 for this aspect.

There is some accurats lanma=e bat this soript does not quite Gt in the top mark band daspite the abzence of major emmors. This is
bacanse of the freguency of minor ermrars such as incommect genders, lack of sccents and mispellings; &2 “porrges’, ‘beancoup
dez', ‘Clast frés belle”, ‘dams yille” ‘3 12 moazasing’, vondraiz’, and ‘chanszenrss” etc. The best fit for this response is therefore in
the 3-4 mark hand for linguistic kmowledze and aoomacy. As the few emrors do not impair meaning and the verbs and timeframes
i perticalar, &re comrect, this piace can be awardad 2 mark of 4.




AQA

What is the status of the “Additional marking guidance for
the unprepared conversation” published by AQA in Autumn

2025 with its prescription on p9 as to how many answers are
expected?

An email was sent to centres to stat that the additional

marking guidance for Paper 2 previously shared has
been withdrawn.



Text

- We appreciate that students may demonstrate their abilities in variety of ways as allowed
by the mark scheme. While the quantity, level of development and accuracy of the language
used are important and reflected in the mark scheme, we do not believe that quantifying
this is valid, as it limits the ways in which students can respond.

- Therefore, we will not be applying specific numerical requirements to the following tasks:

— The specific number of errors made when reading aloud the text
— The specific number of pieces of information included in the photo card response
— The specific number of questions asked during the photo card unprepared conversation

- The focus will be on how well students meet the criteria outlined in the accredited mark

scheme for each task. In our future courses, we will aim to provide exemplar marked

responses to demonstrate a range of different performance levels.



Read aloud

[C]): Communication (10 marks) 5 messages - 2 marks for each message

Statement | Statement | Statemant | Ststement

¥
Question

2FH

The message 1z conveyed without
ambiguity.

1IFH

The message iz partially conveved or
conveyed with some ambiguity.

Mo part of the message 13 conveyed.

AOD3 Accuracy of pronunciation.
SH Pronuneiation i3 always or nearly always accurate but there may be an occastional minor
o errof.
4H There are a few minor errors in pronunciation
IH There are some minor errors and very cccasional major errors in pronunciation.
5F 2H | There may be minor errors and a few major errors in pronunciation
4F 1H | There are regular minor and some major errors in pronunciation
iF There are frequent minor and frequent major errors in pronunciation.
2F Pronunciation is rarely accurate.
1F Pronunciation is very rarely accurate.
0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.
Notes

* A major errof is one which adversely affects communication.
* A minor error i3 one which does not affect communication.




Photo card
response

Speaking: Photo card — Foundation + Higher
(Total 25 marks)

1) Response to the content of the photos on the card
(3 marks)
AD2 [I] Information conveyed [C1]: Clarity of messages
SH A lot of information 1s conveved. Information 1s always conveved clearly.
4H A lot of information 1s conveved. Information 15 nearly always conveyed
clearly.
3H Quite a lot of information is Irllfﬂritl::at1uﬂ 1s nearly always conveyed
conveyed. clearly.
5F 2H | Quite a lot of mformation 1s conveyed. Information may lack clanty from time to
time.
4F 1H | Some information is conveyed. Information lacks clarity from time to time.
o . . Information lacks clarity from time to time
3F Some ation is conveyed. and occasionally meszages break down..
2F Little information iz conveyed. MMessages regularly break down.
S T _ ) MMessages regularly break down or the very
1F Very little information is conveyed. little language produced 1z barely
understandable.

AO2 marks are awarded for the student’s response fo the content of the photos, in reply fo the
teacher’s prompt "Tell me about the photos” Students must talk about both photos, but coverage
need not be equal. The minimum reguirement for each photo is for studenis to say one thing.

If a student only speaks about one photo, there is a deduction of one mark. 5o, if according to the
criteria three marks would have been awarded, this is reduced to two. However, if the mark
would have been one, no deduction is made.




Photo
card g/a

2) Unprepared Conversation-_Foundation

Task: Answer questions on the theme

(20 marks)
[C]l:C joati
ACL | [1]: Information [D]: Develog £ [C1]: Clarity / ambiguity
13-15 | Quite a lot of Regular good development of Information may lack clarty
information comveyed | respomses. from time to time.
10-12 | Some information 18 Some good development and Information may lack clarity
conveved. regular minimal development of from time to time.
Iesponses.
8 Some information 15 Regular minimal development of | Information lacks clarity from
conveved. T23pOnEes. time to time and occasionally
mezzares break doom
4-5 Little information 15 Limited responses with occasional | hMessages regularly brezk
conveved. minimal development down.
Very little Limited responses Meszapes regularly brezk down
13 nfmnation is or hardly anything is said.
conveved.
q Dioes not meet the standard required for Level 1 at fhus tier.

[No extended responses required)

[L]: Range & Accuracy of Language

[R): Accuracy in basic structures affecting

AO03 [V+8]: variety of Voabulary communication
5 Good variety of vocabulary and structures, | There may be frequent minor errorz. Some
but with some repetition. major errors which occur even in

basic language.

4 Some variety of vocabulary and structures, | Frequent minor errors and some major errors
but with regular repetition. in most responses to questions.

3 Limited variety of voczbulary and Very frequent minor and frequent major
stuctures with regnlnr repetition. EITOTS I mMost Fesponses to questions.

2 Very limited variety of vocabulary and Very frequent mmor and very frequent
structures with regular repetition. major errors in nearly all responses to

questions.

1 Hardly any vanety of vocabulary and Minor and major emrors in all responses to
structures. questions.

a

The language does not meet the standard
required for Level 1 at this

tier.

The language does not meet the standard
required for Level 1 at this
tier.

[NE No reference to complex structures|

Notes

A mark of zero for AO] automatically results in a mark of zero for AOQ3, but, apart from that,

the AQ! mark does not limut the mark for AQ3.

A major error 1s one which adversely affects commumication.
A minor error s one which does not affect communication.

(2) Unprepared Conversation: Higher

Task: Answer questions on the theme

[C]:Communication

(15 marks)
01 |} forragion Dmﬂ::l:l)—rnam Extimgtoa | [CH: Carity/ ambiguity
a lot of Consistent good with regular | Information is always or
1313 | information development extended nearly ahways conveyed
conveved TESPONSES. clearly.
a lot of Consistent good with some Information is conveyed
1-12 - | information development extended clearly, but with
conveyed responses occasional lapses.
3 Quite a lot of Consistent good occasional Information is generally
information development with | extended conveyved clearly.
7.9 conveyed responses.
Quite a lot of Regular good - Information may lack
45 information development of clarity from time to fume.
conveyed responses.
Some information | Some good - Information lacks clanty
13 development and from time to time.
regular minimal
development of
responses.
0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier
[L]: Range & Accuracy of Language
|5 miarks)
o5 | Evest e o oty | TP oy i | TR Sy o
5 Wide variety of vocabulary | There may be a few minor | -Few or no major errors when
and structures. E£TTOTS - mors complex language 15
attempted.
4 Wery good vanety of Some mIneT eITors - -Some major errors when more
vocabulary and structures. complex lanpuage is attempted.
3 Good variety of vocabulary | Quite a lot of minor errors.
and structures, but with Occasional major emrors,
occasional not only in
repetition. attempts at more complex
lanzuaze,
2 Good vanety of vocabulary | Frequent miner errors.
and structures, but with some | Some major errors which
repetition. OCCUT EVENR I
basic lanzuaze.
1 Some variety of voczbulary | Frequent minor ermors and
and structures, but with 30ME ME)0T ETors in most
regular responses to questions.
repetition.
g The lanzuage does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.
Notes

* & mark of zero for AQ1 automatically results in a mark of zero for AQ3, but, apart from that,
the AO1 mark does not limit the mark for AQ3.

* & major error is one which adversely affects communication.
+ A minor emror iz one which does not affect commmication.




How do we break down the 12 minutes which is a global time
limit? (We worked backwards to ensure a minimum time in the
conversation — is this right?)

There are no separate time limits for any of the Speaking test
tasks, but we have provided some recommended times for each
task — these are not compulsory. The only timing restriction is the
overall time of the whole test which is a maximum of 9 minutes at
Foundation tier and 12 minutes at Higher tier. Examiners will not
mark beyond the overall time limits for the tier. More information on
recommended timings for each task can be found on P.14-15 of the
Instructions for the Conduct of Exams: Instructions for the conduct
of the exams Summer 2026



Do we include the script
in the timings?

Timing of the test will start
at the point the teacher-
examiner begins the Role-
play using the introductory
text in the Teacher’s
Booklet (You are speaking
with your French/ German/
Spanish friend).

Below are the recommended lengths for each part of the speaking test:

Foundation tier

Higher tier

Part 1: Role-play

Between 1 and 1.5 minutes

Between 1 and 1.5 minutes

Part 2: Reading aloud task

Between 2 and 2.5 minutes

Between 3 and 3.5 minutes

Part 3: Photo card task

Between 4 and 5 minutes in
total (approximately one
minute for description of the
photos and between 3 and 4
minutes for the Unprepared
conversation)

Between 6 and 7 minutes in
total (approximately one and a
half minutes for description of
the photos and between 4.5
and 5.5 minutes for the
Unprepared conversation)

TOTAL

7-9 minutes

10-12 minutes

Timing of the test will start at the point the teacher-examiner begins the Role-play using the

introductory text in the Teacher’s Booklet (You are speaking with your French/German/Spanish
friend). Timing of the test will end at the point the maximum time allowed is reached, which is nine
minutes at Foundation tier for the whole test and twelve minutes at Higher tier for the whole test




The mark scheme for Read Aloud task Part 2: Response to compulsory questions gives
no recognition to students that give 3 developed answers (it jumps straight from 1
extended and 1 developed answer to 1 develop and 1 developed minimally answer)

For top marks in this task (at both tiers) the mark scheme states that
all four questions should be answered clearly
at least two answers have an extended response (three clear clauses
containing a verb and carrying information)
at least one other is developed well (two clear clauses containing a verb and
carrying information).

NB There are no marks awarded in the reading aloud short conversation
for complex or varied language. Instead, students are credited for their
development of responses, and the clarity of their responses



1 clear response

1 clear +developed
response

2 clear + developed +
extended responses

[R]: Response to compulsory questions

(10 marks)

[C1] Response to 4
guestions

[D]: Development of
answers to 4 questions

[E]: Extended

answers to 4 questions

9-10 | All questions are answered
clearly.

at least one answer 1s
developed well AND. ..

At least two answers have an
extended response

7-8 At least three questions are
answered clearly.

at least one answer 1s
developed well AND. .

One answer has an extended
response

5-6 At least two questions are
answered clearly.

One answer 15 developed well
at least one other 1z developed
minimally.

34 At least two questions are
answered understandably.

One answer 15 developed
minimally.

1-2 At least one question 15
answered understandably.

The answer(s) may be a very
limited response.

0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Developed minimally: extra info e g noun / adjective

Developed well: 2 clauses
Extended: 3 clauses




| seem to be tallying up how many clauses people are using to
determine whether their response is extended or not rather than
paying attention to how good their language is. ...".

There are no marks awarded in the reading aloud short conversation
for complex or varied language. Instead, students are credited for
their development of responses, and the clarity of their responses



This would depend on whether the teacher is referring to the reading aloud short
conversation or the unprepared conversation following the photo card. There are no marks
awarded in the reading aloud short conversation for complex or varied language. Instead,
students are credited for their development of responses, and the clarity of their responses.

An extended response is classed as: ‘a response which contains at least three clauses (a
piece of information that includes an appropriate verb)’.

For example, for the question ‘What do you do at the weekend?’, a student might say ‘Il go
to the cinema with my friends and we watch action films. | love action films.’

These definitions carry across to the photo card unprepared conversation in terms of
development (more information can be found in the published mark scheme specific to
each tier for this task in terms of development expectations) but in this part of the exam,
marks will also be awarded for AO3 and so students will be credited here for their variety of
language and structures.



Should students have one section of the speaking exam on
each theme?

In terms of theme coverage in this exam, at least two of the themes
are covered in the test as a whole - one theme in the Reading
aloud task and a second different theme in the Photo card task.
The Role-play is not allocated to a particular theme and can cover
a range of topics and themes within the bullet point tasks.



Can students be allowed to write on read aloud tasks cards?
Otherwise it seems unfair especially to students with dyslexia

For the Reading aloud task, candidates can write out the text as
part of their notes and annotate this if they wish to help them
deliver this task. They may write the text phonetically or use
symbols if they wish. They must not write on the Reading aloud
card itself. (show e.g.)



AQA Support: Read aloud

Part 2: Reading aloud text example of annotation
(French)

m Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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AQA Support: Read aloud

Part 2: Reading aloud text example of annotation
(German)
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gy o y 1 { J 5 o ' 7
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m Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.



AQA Support: Read aloud

Part 2: Reading aloud text example of annotation
(Spanish)

e focer  ejerdcio
.t lejercdnio)

es  Vees o \a Sevn.
S o - = .

J“‘&o, en un equipo R @

odio el 3'}mho~sid :

ho  poco azocar , aunque.
(a-thu-kac) (a-va-kay)

m Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.




Writing: Translation — the AQA mark scheme goes from some
minor errors to regular major errors — why not “some major
errors” as an in between?

See: “Preparing for 2026 courses for Paper 4” which go into the mark
scheme criteria in a bit more detail and look at exemplar answers. The
crucial point here is that once any major errors appear, students
cannot score higher than 3 for Knowledge of vocabulary and
grammatr.



Writing: Translation — Higher Question 1

(10 marks)

Task: Translate minimum 50 words.

Response to written languadge

Knowledge of Grammar and vocabulary

(5 marks)
AO3 [KX] Knowledge [Ap] Rppropriate items [A] Accuracy
5 Very good knowledge Few if any inappropriate or Grammar is highly accurate and

of vocabulary and

omitted items.

any errors that occur are only
minor.

(5 marks)

A02 15

5 The meanings of all or nearly all elements of the original 131415 | 100%
language are sufficiently rendered.

4 The meanings of most elements of the original language 10111712 | 830
are sufficiently rendered.

3 The meanings of some elements of the original language 2/8/9 58%
are sufficiently rendered.

2 The meanings of few elements of the original language are 4/5/6 33%
sufficiently rendered.

1 The meanings of very few elements of the original language 12/3 8%
are sufficiently rendered.

0 No elements of the meanings of the original language are 0 0

conveyed.

structures
4 Good knowledge of Smpe Lnapprop riate or Grammar 1s generally accurate
] omitted items. . .
vocabulary. with regular minor errors.
3 Satisfactory knowledge | Regular inappropriate or Grammar is more accurate than
of vocabulary. omitted items. maccurate. Regular major and
minor errors.
2 Limited knowledge of I\Ia.n}' m_appropnate or Grammar 1 genera_l]_\' inaccurate.
] omitted items. Many major and minor errors.
vocabulary. ;
, .. . Grammar 1s highly inaccurate.
1 Very limited knowledge | Few appropriate items. - s gD -
) Major and minor errors in all or
of vocabulary.
i almost all sentences.
The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.
Notes
* A mark of zero in Grid one automatically results in a mark of zero in Gnid two, but apart from
* that, the Rendering of the original meaning' mark does not limit the mark for 'Knowledge of
* vocabulary and grammar’.
® A major error 1s one which adversely affects communication.
® A minor error 1s one which does not affect communication.




AQA support

Resources and Support — AQA Website
m Subjects Qualifications Professional Development Exams Admin  Services

Questions matter

Home Subjects French GCSE French

GCSE French

Specification

1.1 Why choose AQA for GCSE French

2.0 Specification at a glance
1.1.1 A specification designed for you and your students

3.0 Subject content We've worked with a wide range of teachers, assessment experts and languages ass(

m Copyright 25 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.




AQA Subject Support Team

We're here to support you throughout the year, answer
your questions and always provide up-to-date, expert
advice.

Email: mfl@aga.org.uk
Tel: 01423 534 381 8am-5pm Monday to Friday

m Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
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Resources on Centre Services

Secure full second set of sample assessment materials (SAMS 2) available now on Centre Services.
Second full set of assessments intended for use in Year 11 mock exams.

Additional practice questions for new assessment tasks also available now on secure Centre Services
-includes additional dictation (Paper 1), read aloud (Paper 2), inference task (Paper 3), translation
(Paper 3 and 4) and Foundation tier question 3 grammar task (Paper 4).

Draft Instructions for the Conduct of Exams and Paper 2 student preparation time booklet - As part
of the ‘Getting to grips with the new speaking exam’ course materials.

Answers and commentaries for all four papers - As part of the ‘Preparing to teach” materials

m Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.



Additional SAMs and Practice question

Secure full second set of sample assessment materials (SAMS
2) available on Centre Services. Second full set of assessments
Intended for use in Year 11 mock exams.

Further set to be available in Spring Term

Additional practice questions for new assessment tasks also
available now on secure Centre Services - includes additional
dictation (Paper 1), read aloud (Paper 2), inference task (Paper 3),

translation (Paper 3 and 4) and Foundation tier question 3 grammar
task (Paper 4).



https://aqaaidprd61.b2clogin.com/aqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_mfa_ip_timeout_susi/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=ed7b16d3-ff78-40f9-82f8-537b4b36cf62&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fonlineservices.aqa.org.uk%2F&response_mode=form_post&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid%20profile%20offline_access%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fread%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fwrite&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DKB4Df2M6MKd6rU-oyxqtKV4ivjXs_SaJo4N3ctQw0FNdLgIBz8k6RTVtwc1Z4KRufPZczteViqXQNCUnA--WR_mNHMmHkjwibzijHoTleYU9aYpp_vuXz5ejLetLlPjICqMdbsGl5hXaIpgmzcGIiDfI22btR7p03q3r1BbefV93Kkp-2h4IhK3Bg_BhPbrkywsUDnJuECtlqc75MR_rx8BoRjXTb2bgA26kLWuMhu5tZcRmtCzH5yUW1rON7S_tRRh2V2jNfeEy29A8JIyp1Zz-8cKHcMWZZbtQfWJ9VuA&nonce=638724459274962290.NWMxMGQyZmQtZGRlYi00MDE5LTk0ZGEtZTcwMDQ5NTNjMmRjN2RiMjM3OTAtNTg4Yi00MGJjLWE0Y2UtNzQ0N2JiYTlmMThh&x-client-SKU=ID_NET451&x-client-ver=5.2.1.0
https://aqaaidprd61.b2clogin.com/aqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_mfa_ip_timeout_susi/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=ed7b16d3-ff78-40f9-82f8-537b4b36cf62&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fonlineservices.aqa.org.uk%2F&response_mode=form_post&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid%20profile%20offline_access%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fread%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fwrite&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DKB4Df2M6MKd6rU-oyxqtKV4ivjXs_SaJo4N3ctQw0FNdLgIBz8k6RTVtwc1Z4KRufPZczteViqXQNCUnA--WR_mNHMmHkjwibzijHoTleYU9aYpp_vuXz5ejLetLlPjICqMdbsGl5hXaIpgmzcGIiDfI22btR7p03q3r1BbefV93Kkp-2h4IhK3Bg_BhPbrkywsUDnJuECtlqc75MR_rx8BoRjXTb2bgA26kLWuMhu5tZcRmtCzH5yUW1rON7S_tRRh2V2jNfeEy29A8JIyp1Zz-8cKHcMWZZbtQfWJ9VuA&nonce=638724459274962290.NWMxMGQyZmQtZGRlYi00MDE5LTk0ZGEtZTcwMDQ5NTNjMmRjN2RiMjM3OTAtNTg4Yi00MGJjLWE0Y2UtNzQ0N2JiYTlmMThh&x-client-SKU=ID_NET451&x-client-ver=5.2.1.0

Answers and commentaries for all four
papers on Centre services

As part of the ‘Preparing to teach’ materials

* GCSE French/German/Spanish: Getting Started - Mark Scheme
guidance and application eLearning modules to practise marking
for the new specifications, including detailed commentaries from
senior examiners.

* One module for each component per language - Listening,
Reading and Writing modules for all three languages available

 Speaking module (issued Nov 25) alongside a
complementary live Paper 2 training course.


https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?qualificationLevel=GCSE&subject=French%3BGerman%3BSpanish&page=2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?qualificationLevel=GCSE&subject=French%3BGerman%3BSpanish&page=2

Instructions for the Conduct of Exams 2026

* Instructions for the Conduct of Exams
2026 - Essential reading for all staff AGA
involved in the delivery of exams for Instructions for the conduct of the

Languages in 2026 containing detailed # exams summer 2026

GCSE Modern Foreign Languages

information on the regulations and

« French
« German
* Spanish

guidance for each paper, as well as where

Staff conducting the tests must read and be familiar with both these instructions and the Joint Council for

Qualifications (JCQ) lnstructions for Conducting Examinations in advance of the exam.

L]
t O f I n d f u rt h e r S u O rt One copy of these instructions, together with a copy of JCQ's instructions, must be available in each exam
° room - including, for the speaking tests, the preparation area and the room(s) used for the conduct of the

tttttt


https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/a774672aa533eec25369c031230484a551b93aa8.pdf

Text book + Exam Pro

There is also the OUP approved text book and also the updated
Exampro resources for the new GCSE exampro.co.uk/languages

exXampro »
Languages N

G

The essential assessment tool for Demo Spanish
teachers

Thousands of searchable AQA GCSE and A-level Languages questions, mark O rd er now

schemes and examiner comments.

Use them to create shareable documents for all types of formative assessments

including class activities, homework tasks and topic tests. Covering GCSE and A-level
AQA reporting tool with simple mark entry, clear and useful reports and population See available paCkages from £110
comparison.

Interactive marked and annotated student responses to GCSE Writing questions.

Languages assessment made easy.


https://www.exampro.co.uk/languages/

Tiering guide

AQA

Questions matter

Tiering guide: Foundation or
Higher tier for GCSE languages

What are the key indicators to support future decisions for the new
GCSEs in French, German and Spanish (first exams 2026)?

View our comprehensive guide alongside our quick reference poster in the 'Planning
resources’ tab for each language

GCSE MFL Tiering guide

https://cdn.sanity.ioffiles/p28bar15/green/23314f740ec96f31be20e914ec0b18
b7d1936a39.pdf?_gl=1*yd0fu1*_gcl_au*NjgwNTIOMzAuMTc1NzkONDQSNw..


https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/23314f740ec96f31be20e914ec0b18b7d1936a39.pdf?_gl=1*yd0fu1*_gcl_au*NjgwNTI0MzAuMTc1Nzk0NDQ5Nw..

GCSE MFL Grade 4 and 5 students: Foundation or Higher - what’s best?

Quick
For most students taking the new GCSEs (first exams Summer 2026) in French, German and Spanish, f
appropriate tier choices are relatively straightforward. However, for potential grade 4 and 5 students re e re n c e

it can be more uncertain. There are a number of factors to consider.

How are the marks targeted in Listening and Key considerations p o Ste r

Reading papers in each tier? .
Did the student perform consistently well on the
common questions (guestions that feature in
both tiers) in Papers 1 and 3 aimed at Grades 4

HIGHER TIER FOUNDATION TIER
and 5 in mock exams?

Iy

(@)

.
1

Foundation tier reaches Grade 5.

50% é s the student confidentin dealing with the more
e s NPy The most straightiorward cahm ile:{lll:.t:wguag; _and.gn;-lammancal str:ctures
grades7-9 N questions on Higher tier papers which will be used in Higher tier papers?
| 7 J target Grade 4.
-\6_ ) Does the student consistently meet the
requirements of the higher mark bandsin
50% [ 5 ) 40% speaking and writing?
of marks cover e of marks cover
grades 4-6 f 4\ grades 4-5
S~ Foundation and Higher papers How does the student deal with Listening and
contain a number of questions Reading questions identified 'h the sample paper
\3 common to both tiers. Students who commentary bookiets 2= medium demand at
= are unable to answer many common Higher tier?
| 2 ) 60% questions in sample assessments
- of marks cover are unlikely to have a good r
el grades1-3 experience at Higher tier, as two- Is the student able to comfortably respond to
', 1 J thirds of the paper is aimed at unseen tasks which are more open ended in the
T students expecting a Grade 6 and Higher tier writing paper? What about the
.-’u Y translations (Reading and Writing)?
Students aiming to achieve a grade 4 in a language at GCSE will be Taking the answers to the questions
a.ble- to access more marks in the Foundation tier than the Higher above into consideration will help decide
Her- the most suitable tier for your student.

Copyright © 2025 AJ4 and its Eoarors. All ights risaned Warson 19
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Key pages and documents

Languages

October 2025 Languages
Update

GCSE 2024 - Digital

Sequencing Tool Demo

Speaking Windows 2026

Apply to be an examiner for our

y 4
\ 2024 GCSEs

Pearson
Edexcel

GCSE 2024 - Digital Sequencing Tool
Demo

To provide teachers and exams officers with an
opportunity to practise using the Sequencing Tool
before a live series, we have created the [
Sequencing Tool (demo version). This update
provides teachers and exam officers with the
information they need on this tool.

» Find out more

From the Languages qualifications page
you can access the most up-to-date
information.

The latest monthly update and the
speaking windows are always linked.

Currently there is also the article about
our Sequencing Tool (Demo version) with
all the support links you need.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html

@ Pearson

Edexcel

Support highlights

Exemplar material ~

GCSE French Paper 4, Translation exemplars

This document exemplifies our approach to marking the translation questions in the
Foundation and Higher tier GCSE French Writing papers.

| PDF 1.1 MB | 02 May 2025

GCSE French Paper 1, Conversation exemplars

This pack includes recordings together with marked responses and commentaries for the third
component of Paper 1, Speaking: Conversation at Foundation and Higher tiers. These
exemplars demonstrate Pearson's approach to marking with additional guidance.

| ZIP 22.3 MB | 28 April 2025

GCSE French Paper 1, Picture description exemplars

This pack includes recordings together with marked responses and commentaries for the third
component of Paper 1, Speaking: Picture description at Foundation and Higher tiers. These
exemplars demonstrate Pearson'’s approach to marking with additional guidance. (Updated 27
May 2025)

| ZIP 12.6 MB | 28 April 2025

GCSE French Paper 1, Read aloud and Role play exemplars

This pack includes recordings together with marked responses and commentaries for the two
first components of Paper 1, Speaking: Read aloud and Role play at Foundation and Higher
tiers. These exemplars demonstrate Pearson's approach to marking with additional guidance.
(Updated 21 March 2025)

| ZIP 1.3 MB | 28 April 2025

GCSE French Paper 1, Speaking assessment video exemplars

This pack includes videos of full speaking assessments, together with marked responses and
commentaries. These exemplars demonstrate Pearson’s approach to marking with additional
guidance. (Updated 16 May 2025)

| ZIP 4.6 MB | 28 April 2025

Wide range of exemplar
material
French
German

Spanish

ja

PDF

.
PDF
.

PDF

Paper 1, Speaking - Teacher Guide (Issue 1.1)
(Updated 21 March 2025)
| PDF 3.0 MB | 03 June 2024

GCSE Spanish (2024) Vocabulary and Grammar Guide

This guide provides teachers with additional insight into the requirements surrounding
vocabulary and grammar from the DfE Subject Content for GCSE 2024. This guide is specific to
Spanish, as some aspects are different depending on the language. (Updated 24 May 2024)

| PDF 2.0 MB | 15 February 2024

Paper 4, Writing - Teacher Guide (Issue 3.0)

In this series of paper guides, we provide further detail about the design and structure of our
assessments.

| PDF 4.8 MB | 02 November 2023

Paper 2, Listening and Understanding - Teacher Guide (Issue 2.0)

In this series of paper guides, we provide further detail about the design and structure of our
assessments.

| PDF 1.5 MB | 04 October 2023

Paper 3, Reading and Understanding - Teacher Guide (Issue 2.0)

In this series of paper guides, we provide further detail about the design and structure of our
assessments.

| PDF 1.2 MB | 04 October 2023

Teacher guides to each paper, vocabulary

and grammar guide.

One-Page Mark Scheme: Foundation Speaking
| PDF 156.4 KB | 17 February 2025

One-Page Mark scheme: Foundation Writing
| PDF 1463 KB | 17 February 2025

One-Page Mark Scheme: Higher Speaking
| PDF 156.1 KB | 17 February 2025

One-Page Mark scheme: Higher Writing
| PDF 1455 KB | 17 February 2025

One page mark sheets


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material

Support highlights

P Pearson
Edexcel

Grade Boundaries for
the new Pearson Edexcel
French, German and
Spanish GCSEs

Answering your frequently
asked questions

=8
- Understanding grade

boundaries — Frequently Asked
Questions

Pearson
Edexcel

Classroom tests

GCSE Spanish (2024) Extra Dictation Tasks - Foundation
A Foundation tier dictation task for each of the six thematic contexts.
| PDF 497.7 KB | 22 May 2024

GCSE Spanish (2024) Extra Dictation Tasks - Higher
A Higher tier dictation task for each of the six thematic contexts.

| PDF510.6 KB | 22 May 2024

GCSE Spanish (2024) Extra Read Aloud Tasks - Foundation

A Foundation tier read aloud task for each of the six thematic contexts.

| PDF 507.7 KB | 22 May 2024
GCSE Spanish (2024) Extra Read Aloud Tasks - Higher

A Higher tier read aloud task for each of the six thematic contexts.
| PDF515.5KB | 22 May 2024

Extra tasks for use in class

Listening and Reading Exam Scheduling
| PDF 1.1 MB | 18 April 2024

Language Knowledge in the UK - Survey Results
| PDF 905.6 KB | 12 December 2023

Student/Parent Introduction to GCSE French, German & Spanish (2024)

Slides that can be used to introduce the 2024 GCSEs to students and parents either in class or
on options evenings. There is also a recorded version available via YouTube.

| PPTX 8.8 MB | 11 December 2023

<P 05 5

Student/Parent Introduction to GCSE French, German & Spanish (2024)

(Narrated Version)

A narrated presentation that can be used to introduce the 2024 GCSEs to students and parents
either in class or on options evenings. There is also a recorded version available via YouTube.

| PPTX17.2 MB | 11 December 2023

m

Preparing for Options Evening
| PDF515.3KB | 23 November 2023

Switching to Pearson Edexcel for MFL GCSE
| PDF 1.0 MB | 10 October 2023

2024 MFL GCSEs: Qualification at a glance
| PDF 2.3 MB | 31 August 2023

Languages GCSEs: What do students want?
| PDF502.6 KB | 12 July 2023

S S Bl B
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A9 &9 EBY E

Additional guides and resources



Speaking support

Pearson Edexcel GCSE - Picture Description - Top Tips
Thematic Contexts Describ

o L Locat &
A Activity [t -
Pearson Edexcel GCSE French - Picture Description (translation)
P People 2 ﬂ Tostan L ‘ocation ﬁ
i asecs Activity 3 > .

mm | o | R S tu de n t
Speaking
Support

French Speaking Mats
Spanish Speaking Mats
GCSE French, German,

German Speaking Mats and Spanish (2024)
speaking exams

Pearson Speaking support guide for students
Edexcel

nt Tip 1 —,51’5 talk about the speaking exam (GCSE (2024) French, German and Spanish)
arsor

Let’s talk
about the
Speaking
Exam

GCSE (2024) French, German
and Spanish — Student Tips for
the Speaking Exams - YouTube



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw

Pearson
Edexcel

Tiering factsheet

Tiering Decision Factsheet

Pearson Edexcel GCSE French/German/Spanish

Tier Entry - Helping you make the right decision for your students

Not sure how to enter your borderline Foundation/Higher tier students?

We understand that choosing a tier of entry for your students canbe
challenging, especially after qualification reform.

You may also wish to consider the following factors
in your decision making:

Summary

On aHigherTier paper, a candidate will encounter content targeted
at grades 4-9.

On aFoundation Tier paper, a candidate will encounter content
targeted at grades 1-5.

Acandidate predicted to achieve a grade 5 is likely to feel muchmore
at ease with the overall demand of the Foundation Tier papers.

The same candidate will encounter content targeted well beyond
grade 5 in the Higher Tier papers and may well find this challenging
and demotivating.

Performance in mocks, particularly in ‘crossover questions’, could be
used to inform decisions around tier of entry.

A grade 3 must not be considered as a default grade at Higher tier.

Please do not use this information inisolation and
make sure you consider the wider factors that may
impactyour decision.

)Pearson

Yes No

Does your student regularly gain full marks in the
crossover questions (Reading and Listening)?

Does your student confidently answer the
unpredictable questions in the Speaking paper?

Canyour student talk using extended sequences of
speechinthe conversation?

Does your student use a wide range of grammar and
vocabulary (Speaking and Writing)?

Are the major and minor mistakes your student
makes in Speaking and Writing minimal?

Is your student consistently successful when
producing three timeframes in speaking and writing?

Can your student confidently write 130-150 words
using a wide variety of vocabulary and grammatical
structures?

Are there any other factors you need to consider

such as attendance, homework, general motivation
inthe subject, the student’s confidence levels and their
resilience and ability to cope under exam pressure?


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf

Pearson
Edexcel

Training on offer

GCSE French, German, Spanish
(2024): Unpacking the Writing

Exam

These online events are desi,
support teachers who are de
new Pearson Edexcel GCSE F
German or Spanish (2024) ar

@®© 1.5hrs

Multiple dates

€ Live Online

GCSE French, German, Spanish
(2024): Unpacking the Speaking
Exam

These online events are to support
teachers who are delivering the new
Pearson Edexcel GCSE (2024) in French,
German or Spanish. These events offer ...

® 1.5hrs
Multiple dates

€ Live Online

GCSE French, German, Spanish
(2024): Mastering Dictation

w

GCSE Modern Languages

GCSE Modern Languages
(2024 Specifications): Drop-in
Clinic

Join us for a drop-in clinic where we will
answer your questions about the new
Pearson Edexcel MFL qualifications. We
will have different members from...

@© 45mins

Multiple dates

® Live Online

(2024):; Effective Phonics
Teaching for the Read Aloud...

5at1¢€
it, deli
ecialis
ing Pe

GCSE Modern Languages
(2024): New to Pearson

Edexcel September 2025

GCSE French, German, Spanish
(2024): Conducting the
Speaking Exam

This online event is to support teachers
who are delivering the new Pearson
Edexcel GCSE French, German or Spanish
(2024). Delegates will: « review ...

@®©  2hrs
Multiple dates

® Live Online

nber 2025 at 1¢
online event, d
‘L credible spec
delivering or pr

yep-2025

:Online

GCSE Modern Languages
(2024 specifications): Getting
Ready to Teach pre-rec...

For teachers preparing to deliver the new
Pearson Edexcel GCSE (2024) in French,
German or Spanish, these pre-recorded
training sessions will support ...

@®©  0-2hrs

® Recorded




Pearson
Edexcel

Subject Advisor Support

Subject advisor
Rebecca Waker

Languages

Email : teachinglanguages@pearson.com

Phone:  +44(0) 344 463 2535(Teaching Services team |
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm GMT)

> Connect on Linkedin &

> Book a Teams meeting with your subject advisor &

> Sign up to receive subject advisor updates &

> Join the Pearson Edexcel languages qualifications support group on
Facebook

Book a 1-to-1 teams
meeting with me

Sign up to receive my
monthly update emails

Join our Facebook support
rou



https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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Pearson Support Portal
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Pearson Qualifications, Resources, and Digital Support

Sign in for faster, personalised support o
Slgn In or create an account
@ get answers to frequently asked questions

How Can We Help You Today?
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Help for Administrators and Exams Help for Teachers and Educators Help for Students, Parents and Carers
Support and guidance for Exams Officers, Quality Nominees, and other staff administering Information and resources for teachers and educators in the delivery of Pearson Help for students studying, who have previously studied Pearson qualifications, and their
Pearson qualifications. qualifications, plus help on our publications and digital subscriptions. parents and carers.
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