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Essential things you need to know as a participant

Please be aware of our etiquette – read below.  

In summary – we aim to be professional and kind!

Main rules: 
• The purpose of this webinar is for language professionals to share ideas and 

resources relating to teaching languages in a relaxed, friendly and supportive 
environment.  

• This is recorded so if any contributions are not relaxed, friendly and supportive, 
the host will suspend the contributor immediately.

• Any problems – tell the host in private chat so that we can deal with it e.g. by 
removing participants and resolving amicably later! (No time to negotiate 
during webinar!)

Disclaimer:
ALL London is very happy to host speakers and participants free of charge.
Speakers and participants are responsible for what they say and display.

Zoom / Webinars / YouTube streams may be 
new to some people ….



Use code ALLLondon10



• Access to Languages Today magazine and Language Learning Journal (Digital with 
student membership)

• Regular e-newsletter - ALLNet 
• Online access to the members’ area, and electronic issues of journals 
• Discounted or free training courses locally and nationally, tailored to your needs
• Great special offers from our Corporate Members
• Discounts on delegate fee to the annual conference, Language World. 
• As a special offer, if you use the code ALLLondon10  at the checkout, you can get 

10% off up until the end of December
• Networking opportunities, a sense of ‘community’ and friendships. 



https://www.all-
languages.org.uk/join/

Who is already a member?

Welcome

https://www.all-languages.org.uk/join/
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/join/
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/join/


13-14 March 2026

https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026

https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026
https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026
https://www.delegate-reg.co.uk/lw2026


Saturday January 17th 2026

http://tinyurl.com/alljanevent26 

http://tinyurl.com/alljanevent25


London: City of Languages

https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/

https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/


Monday 8th December 2025
Welcome

Practical advice on grade estimation and tiering for June 26 GCSE FGS + Exam 
Board FAQs



Overview

• Welcome – Catherine Ames

• Practical Advice – David Blow

• Exam Board FAQs – Helen Myers
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Grading and tiering in the new GCSEs in 

French, German and Spanish – June 2026

followed by 

Questions posed to the exam boards

V4 Mon 8th Dec

We will tend to use “ML GCSE” as shorthand for “French, 

German and Spanish GCSE”, but do note that it is only those 

languages which have a new specification  



Why we can’t have grade 

boundaries determined in advance, 

both generally and now
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And why it would actually be wrong and unfair 

on the pupils to do so

Even though it sounds reasonable and fair…….

Sometimes, the truth is elusive and complex, and even approximate, 

but that does not mean we should accept the simplistic but false
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Comparing grade boundaries can be misleading

• Grade boundaries are adjusted each year to keep approx. % same 

• Don’t look at grade boundaries in other subjects 

• As far as any individual subject is concerned, because the national % 

getting each grade remains essentially constant, any change in grade 

boundaries will be a reflection of whether the pupils score more or 

fewer marks in the papers than in other years.

• It is tempting to want to talk about something which seems tangible 

(figures) but it can be  unhelpful when in fact the raw marks and 

boundaries do not tell you anything about standards from year to year, 

from subject to subject, or paper to paper. 

And similarly, it is impossible to precisely define in a 

measurable way a “grade 4 student”, “grade 5 student”, etc



Grade boundaries – Ofqual statements
Grade boundaries change from year to year

• If an exam is easier than in previous years, the grade boundaries for that paper will be 

higher. If it is harder, the grade boundaries will be lower.

• The difficulty of exam questions varies year to year, even though exam boards try to 

keep the level of demand consistent. That’s because it is impossible to determine how 

difficult students will find a paper until it is taken.

• This is why new grade boundaries are set each year – to reflect the difficulty of that 

particular paper, and to ensure that it is no easier or harder to get a grade in any given 

year.

The standard of work needed to get each grade remains comparable year on year

Grade boundaries are decided after students take exams and when marking is nearly 

complete
Ofqual on grade boundaries (in 2024)    https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guide-to-as-and-a-

level-results-for-england-summer-2024

Ofqual in 2025     https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-and-a-level-grading-what-you-
need-to-know/gcse-and-a-level-grading-what-you-need-to-know



Grade boundaries from Pearson….

• …

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/da
m/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/grade-

boundaries-faq-2026-pearson-edexcel-gcse-
mfl.pdf/

AQA have produced guidance 

on tierign decisions – covered 

later in examboard section



Recap…

• Grade boundaries are determined to fit “comparable 

outcomes” generally, and especially when change

• Their absolute value does not have intrinsic meaning

Be very wary of using any of 

the “grade boundaries” which 

are being circulated.

So, what can we do……

Grade boundaries



Grading and tiering – comparable outcomes

• Whenever there is a change in qualifications, Ofqual and the exam 

boards take special steps using statistical methods to ensure that 

students have the same chance of getting each grade before and after 

the change, referred to as “comparable outcomes”

• This is what happened in 2017 and 2018 with the change to the new 

GCSEs then in all subjects.

• So schools can use a similar approach to both estimate likely grades 

and to make decisions on tiering

• Albeit with the complication that there is no prior attainment information 

for this cohort and next year’s (as no KS2 in 2020 and 2021)

https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2016/12/01/comparing-like-with-like-in-2017/

https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2017/03/10/comparable-outcomes-and-new-a-levels/
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French, German, Spanish and Computing

• Important to note the change in entry patterns, 

because “comparable outcomes” adjusts for this

Relative to Spanish, there has been a skew 

towards pupils with higher prior attainment 

taking French and German, and fewer 

pupils with lower prior attainment. 

Whereas the comparator subjects 

(dotted lines) have stayed similar 

2023 to 2024 and Spanish in line with 

rise in History, there has been a clear 

greater increase in French, German 

and Computing

GCSE French & German were 

brought into line with Spanish (taking 

profile into account) for 2020, but 

effect masked by TAGs and CAGs, 

so completed 2024 (and maintained 

into 2025) 

Plus change in Computing

Note that French and German is 

a completion of the 2019 decision



National grades in June 2026

• We can therefore be confident that NATIONALLY, 

% pupils at grade 4+ 

in French = 73 - 75%, German 79 – 81%, Spanish 69 – 71%

• % pupils at grade 7+ 

in French = 28 - 30%, German 33 – 35%, Spanish 25 – 27%

These incl independent 

schools, and are from 

Ofqual for England

Differences in profile of those taking 

French, German and Spanish

 – average Maths grade:

French = 5.7, German = 6.1, Spanish = 5.5

– average English grade:

French = 5.6, German = 6.1, Spanish = 5.4

https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/GCSE/Outcomes/ 
- worth downloading all the data and then filtering



Grading using previous years – 2024-25

• Our advice would be to assume that the ability and likely outcomes 

of the pupils will be similar to previous years, and to use a similar 

distribution of grades to that obtained by Year 11 in Jun 2025 and 

Jun 2024 as the years with the Ofqual changed grading.  

• Pupils can be ranked on the assessments they have taken, and then 

allocated a grade using the likely distribution.

• It can also be very helpful to look at the distribution English and 

Maths grades obtained by ML students in the actual exams in 2024 

and 2025 and what was “predicted” in Year 10, and cross-reference 

to the English and Maths grades being given to the current Year 10 

ML students. 



Language

• “Attainment” - 

• “Progress” – needs point of comparison

• “Target”

• “Value-added”

• “Achievement”

• “Expected performance”

• “Minimum expected grade”

• “Flightpath”

• “Standards”

Different schools use different 

language.

It’s important to be clear about your 

school’s policy and make adjustments 

if necessary. 

The process here will give you realistic 

expected grades



Worked example

• In this example school, over the two years 

2024 and 2025 there were an average of 

60 pupils taking say French GCSE. 

• On average 6 pupils gained grade 9, 

12 gained grade 5 etc

• Dividing by 60, we can convert these to 

percentages, so 10% gained grade 9, 

20% gained grade 5 etc

If your school does more than 

one of French, German and 

Spanish GCSE, then this needs 

to be done separately for each

Do see your data manager or other 

colleagues if you are not comfortable 

with doing the calculations



Starting point

• Our starting assumption to get initial 

figures is that the cohort ability profile is 

same as in previous years 

(we will look later at checking that)

• Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to 

calculate how many of each grade there 

will be if same distribution

• So if there are 80 in current Y11 doing 

French GCSE, then 10% of 80 = 8 who 

would get a grade 9; etc.

Y11 Jun 26



Rank the pupils

• The next step is to rank the pupils using whatever 

assessment information you feel is relevant.  This may be 

a recent mock exam, practice speaking test, Y10 exam, etc 

(or some weighted combination).

• BEFORE assigning grades, do feel free to use your 

professional judgement in terms of comparing adjacent 

pupils “who is more likely to get a higher grade?” (note 

that this is overall exam focussed)



Assign estimated grades

• 8 pupils would get a grade 9 in this example, 

so assign grade 9 to the first 8 pupils.

• Then the next 8 get grade 8 etc

• And continue to the end

• This is your starting set of grades

• But what do you do if you have used a 

Foundation mock and a Higher mock.  You 

mustn’t just use the raw marks, as a student 

taking both Foundation and Higher would get 

much higher raw marks on the than the Higher

Y11 Jun 26



Estimating grades using tiered 
assessment data

• Do the first steps to get the overall 

distribution for the subject

• Grades 4 and 5 are the overlap grades

• A few from Higher may get grade 3 but 

ignore for now

The qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 1 to 9 – where 9 is the 

best grade.

A student taking Foundation tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the 

range of 1 to 5. Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade 1 will 

be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not receive a qualification certificate.

A student taking Higher tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the 

range of 4 to 9. A student sitting the Higher tier who just fails to achieve grade 4 

will be awarded an allowed grade 3. Students who fail to reach the minimum 

standard for the allowed grade 3 will be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not 

receive a qualification certificate. https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-
8652/specification/general-administration

Y11 Jun 26



Now repeat using the tiered outcomes

• There were on average 

20 doing Foundation and 40 

doing Higher

• Fill in the grades they obtained 

in Foundation and Higher

• Calculate the percentages of 

THOSE DOING TIER

e.g. 9 getting grade 3 is 45% of 

20

• The totals should match

Numbers in these columns should match



Apply to current Year 11 – Foundation mocks 

• There are 30 in Year 11 who have done 

Foundation mock assessments (doesn’t mean 

they are going to be entered for Foundation) 

• Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to 

calculate how many of each grade there will be 

if same distribution

• So of the 30 in current Y11, then 

20% of 30 = 6 who would get a grade 5 from 

Foundation tier; etc.

• Round decimal points, but you may need 

manual adjustment e.g. 14 grade 3 and 4 grade 

2 so that total remains same

Y11 Jun 26



Repeat for current Y11 Higher mocks

• There are 50 in Year 11 who have done 

Higher mock assessments (doesn’t mean 

they are going to be entered for Higher) 

• Use the percentages from 2024 & 2025 to 

calculate how many of each grade there will 

be if same distribution

• So of the 50 in current Y11, then 

15% of 50 = 7.5 (round to 8) who would get a 

grade 5 from Higher tier; etc.

• Round decimal points, but you may need 

manual adjustment e.g. 8 grade 9 and 7 

grade 8 so that total remains same



Bring it all together

• Small manual adjustment is 

fine to be sensible

Numbers in these columns should be 
similar but may not match exactly if 

proportion doing Foundation is different, 
but think “fitness for purpose”



Rank the pupils

• Now rank the pupils within each tier using whatever 

assessment information you feel is relevant.  This may be 

a recent mock exam, practice speaking test, Y10 exam, etc 

(or some weighted combination).

• BEFORE assigning grades, do feel free to use your 

professional judgement in terms of comparing adjacent 

pupils “who is more likely to get a higher grade?” (note 

that this is overall exam focussed)



Assign estimated grades within tier

• 6 pupils in Foundation would get a grade 9 in this 

example, so assign grade 5 to the first 6 pupils.

• Then the next 6 get grade 4 etc

• And continue to the end

• Then repeat with Higher

• This is your next set of grades, using the tiering 

info

• Have a particular look at the overlap grade (4,5) 

and those pupils who have been given those 

grades

• Does that help with deciding who is going to be 

entered for which tier?

Y11 Jun 26



“sense-checks”
• We are grateful to Steve Howse from SMID 

https://smidreport.com/ for his help in supplying the 

following typical sample information regarding the 

distribution of GCSE grades obtained by individual 

pupils in Maths / English Language and French / 

German / Spanish / Language bucket in June 2025 

when there was not KS2 prior attainment information

• These figures are more representative of state schools 

than the Ofqual ones which include indept. (small diff) 

• So 3% of pupils entering French and Maths GCSE 

gained a grade 9 in both

• 5% gained a grade 5 in French and a grade 6 in Maths

• Severe grading means 55% gained higher Maths grade 

than French, 20% higher French than Maths



Using school’s grades in Maths and 
English to “sense-check”

• It’s important (refer back to “Language” slide) that like-with-like are 

being used e.g. how do Maths grades for current Year 11 relate to 

the actual grades for Y11 in June 2025

• Hence why this is called a “sense-check” rather than the main way 

of estimating the grades.

• But it may help you to do some double-checking if you feel that the 

cohort in French this year are different from that last year.

• Because virtually all pupils do Maths and Eng Lang, they do give a  

useful point of reference.



Using Maths / Eng grades 
as an estimate of ability

• Recalculate the percentages so that 

they are not of all (top-right) but for 

each Maths grade.

• So of all the pupils doing Maths and 

French who gained a Maths grade 9, 

38% gained a 9 in French, 

30% gained a 8 in French, etc

• So if there are 10 pupils doing French 

with “predicted” grade 9 Maths, a 

reasonable estimate of their French 

grades would be 4 grade 9, 3 grade 8, 

etc



Adding together

• Say 10 pupils doing French with “predicted” 

grade 9 Maths, a reasonable estimate of their 

French grades would be 4 grade 9, 3 grade 8, etc

• Say 10 pupils doing French with “predicted” 

grade 8 Maths, a reasonable estimate of their 

French grades would be 1 grade 9, 2 grade 8, etc

• Repeat, and then add all the 

grade 9s together ( = 4 + 1 + …..)

grade 8s together ( = 3 + 2 + …..)

• And see how that compares with the other 

method

Maths Grade 8

The % getting grades in French and numbers of 

pupils if 10 pupils are:

14% get grade 9  (= 1 pupil) 

22% get grade 8  (= 2 pupils)

23% get grade 7  (= 2 pupils), etc
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All

• Available 

alongside 

slides



More information online
• Detailed steps on how to do process from last June for Y10  were 

published in blog https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/06/practical-

suggestions-for-grading-your.html

• And https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/08/why-grade-boundaries-

can-be-misleading.html

• A new blog has been started 

https://helenmyers.blogspot.com/2025/12/practical-advice-on-grade-

estimation.html

and will be updated to give additional information on how to do the 

calculations and do additional sense checks.  Do share with your data 

manager or senior colleagues as they will have ready access to the 

information required and may well offer to do the calculations for you



Severe Grading

• This is a useful opportunity to remind people of the severe 

grading in GCSE ML which is a historic anomaly going back 

to O-level and first identified 50 years ago!

• A recent analysis by FFT Datalab is at

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2025/05/grading-severity-at-

key-stage-4-in-2024/

• Helen Myers maintains a page on the ALL London website 

full of useful information and links

https://all-london.org.uk/severe-grading/
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% EBacc changes across country

Biggest increase Biggest decrease  Highest  Lowest

These changes from 2024 to 2025 are likely to 

reflect policy changes around 2022-23 potentially 

arising from Ofsted policy and judgements.

But note variation between change and actual %
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LA - % entry for EBacc and 

change from 2024 to 2025

• Note that all 4 quadrants are 

populated

• As many increased as 

decreased

• Note regional clustering in 

different areas on graph

Below ave and 

decreased

Above ave and 

increased

Nat ave 

= 42%
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Language entries by county (Ofqual)

Rutland in centre 

distorts Spanish, 

but London does 

not have 

particularly high 

entries in Fr, Gn, 

Sp, or even 

individual other 

languages such 

as Arabic, 

Polish, etc

French

Note different scales 
for colouring e.g. 

Spanish is 0 – 26%, 
German 0 – 6%, 
Polish 0 – 1.8%

German Spanish

Italian Polish
Arabic
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Questions to the Exam Boards

• Over to Helen…………..



Edexcel: writing

Writing: Overlap question (80-90 word) and Higher question (130-150 word)

(1) We would like more guidance on using the mark schemes, especially 

where different elements fall in different bands.



Answer

Key points:

1. Note that in response to teacher feedback changes were 

made through an Ofqual amendment in July to the criteria 

(a) Clearer guidance on use of tenses

(b) Clearer illustration of major and minor errors in the glossary 

of terms. (show here)

SAMs up-dated accordingly



Answer

Use of tenses …

(Now aligned with AQA)



Answer

Glossary … minor 

errors / major errors 

(now aligned with 

AQA)

 



Edexcel

Writing: Overlap question (80-90 word) and Higher question (130-

150 word)

“Are there any Sample Assessment Materials which illustrate  full-

mark answers?   This would help us with our understanding of the 

mark scheme  - especially when the top mark is in a single mark 

band”



• Document with link to full or nearly full-mark  answers: (full-mark answers for 

other writing questions, but not for 80/90 or 130-150 or translation)

• Rationale: 

(a) samples were provided by real students who had not yet completed the full 

course.’ The examiner commentaries are very detailed and should really help 

teachers to see what students needed to do to get a higher, or top mark, in 

each skill area.’

(b) The exemplars are designed to be used alongside our training - both online 

and recorded - and surrounding support via Rebecca and our other contact 

points so that we can help with any queries around mark schemes and how 

to apply the criteria.  



8-page document – see Helen’s Blog



e.g. Example of nearly full marks 80-90 - French 



My analysis ..

1) Type out and 

highlight errors – 

word count



My analysis ..

2) Analyse AO2 (response to 

stimulus) with reference to 

examiner comments and 

glossary of terms



My analysis ..

3) Analyse AO3 (Linguistic 

knowledge and accuracy) with 

reference to examiner comments 

and glossary of terms



AQA

What is the status of the “Additional marking guidance for 

the unprepared conversation” published by AQA in Autumn 

2025 with its prescription on p9 as to how many answers are 

expected?

• An email was sent to centres to stat that the additional 

marking guidance for Paper 2 previously shared has 

been withdrawn.



Text

• We appreciate that students may demonstrate their abilities in  variety of ways as allowed 

by the mark scheme. While the quantity, level of development and accuracy of the language 

used are important and reflected in the mark scheme, we do not believe that quantifying 

this is valid, as it limits the ways in which students can respond.

• Therefore, we will not be applying specific numerical requirements to the following tasks:

– The specific number of errors made when reading aloud the text

– The specific number of pieces of information included in the photo card response

– The specific number of questions asked during the photo card unprepared conversation

• The focus will be on how well students meet the criteria outlined in the accredited mark 

scheme for each task. In our future courses, we will aim to provide exemplar marked 

responses to demonstrate a range of different performance levels.



Read aloud



Photo card 
response



Photo 
card q/a



• How do we break down the 12 minutes which is a global time 

limit? (We worked backwards to ensure a minimum time in the 

conversation – is this right?)

• There are no separate time limits for any of the Speaking test 

tasks, but we have provided some recommended times for each 

task – these are not compulsory. The only timing restriction is the 

overall time of the whole test which is a maximum of 9 minutes at 

Foundation tier and 12 minutes at Higher tier. Examiners will not 

mark beyond the overall time limits for the tier. More information on 

recommended timings for each task can be found on P.14-15 of the 

Instructions for the Conduct of Exams: Instructions for the conduct 

of the exams Summer 2026



• Do we include the script 

in the timings? 

• Timing of the test will start 

at the point the teacher-

examiner begins the Role-

play using the introductory 

text in the Teacher’s 

Booklet (You are speaking 

with your French/ German/ 

Spanish friend).



The mark scheme for Read Aloud task Part 2: Response to compulsory questions gives 

no recognition to students that give 3 developed answers (it jumps straight from 1 

extended and 1 developed answer to 1 develop and 1 developed minimally answer)

For top marks in this task (at both tiers) the mark scheme states that

• all four questions should be answered clearly 

• at least two answers have an extended response (three clear clauses 

containing a verb and carrying information) 

• at least one other is developed well (two clear clauses containing a verb and 

carrying information).

NB There are no marks awarded in the reading aloud short conversation 

for complex or varied language. Instead, students are credited for their 

development of responses, and the clarity of their responses



• 1 clear response

• 1 clear +developed 
response

• 2 clear + developed + 
extended responses



• I seem to be tallying up how many clauses people are using to 

determine whether their response is extended or not rather than 

paying attention to how good their language is. ...’.

• There are no marks awarded in the reading aloud short conversation 

for complex or varied language. Instead, students are credited for 

their development of responses, and the clarity of their responses



• This would depend on whether the teacher is referring to the reading aloud short 

conversation or the unprepared conversation following the photo card. There are no marks 

awarded in the reading aloud short conversation for complex or varied language. Instead, 

students are credited for their development of responses, and the clarity of their responses.

• An extended response is classed as: ‘a response which contains at least three clauses (a 

piece of information that includes an appropriate verb)’.

• For example, for the question ‘What do you do at the weekend?’, a student might say ‘I go 

to the cinema with my friends and we watch action films. I love action films.’

• These definitions carry across to the photo card unprepared conversation in terms of 

development (more information can be found in the published mark scheme specific to 

each tier for this task in terms of development expectations) but in this part of the exam, 

marks will also be awarded for AO3 and so students will be credited here for their variety of 

language and structures.



• Should students have one section of the speaking exam on 

each theme?

• In terms of theme coverage in this exam, at least two of the themes 

are covered in the test as a whole - one theme in the Reading 

aloud task and a second different theme in the Photo card task. 

The Role-play is not allocated to a particular theme and can cover 

a range of topics and themes within the bullet point tasks. 



• Can students be allowed to write on read aloud tasks cards? 

Otherwise it seems unfair especially to students with dyslexia

• For the Reading aloud task, candidates can write out the text as 

part of their notes and annotate this if they wish to help them 

deliver this task. They may write the text phonetically or use 

symbols if they wish. They must not write on the Reading aloud 

card itself. (show e.g.)



AQA Support: Read aloud



AQA Support: Read aloud



AQA Support: Read aloud



Writing: Translation – the AQA mark scheme goes from some 

minor errors to regular major errors – why not “some major 

errors” as an in between?

See: “Preparing for 2026 courses for Paper 4” which go into the mark 

scheme criteria in a bit more detail and look at exemplar answers. The 

crucial point here is that once any major errors appear, students 

cannot score higher than 3 for Knowledge of vocabulary and 

grammar.





AQA support
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Additional SAMs and Practice question

Secure full second set of sample assessment materials (SAMS 
2) available on Centre Services. Second full set of assessments 
intended for use in Year 11 mock exams.

Further set to be available in Spring Term
Additional practice questions for new assessment tasks also 
available now on secure Centre Services - includes additional 
dictation (Paper 1), read aloud (Paper 2), inference task (Paper 3), 
translation (Paper 3 and 4) and Foundation tier question 3 grammar 
task (Paper 4).

https://aqaaidprd61.b2clogin.com/aqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_mfa_ip_timeout_susi/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=ed7b16d3-ff78-40f9-82f8-537b4b36cf62&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fonlineservices.aqa.org.uk%2F&response_mode=form_post&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid%20profile%20offline_access%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fread%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fwrite&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DKB4Df2M6MKd6rU-oyxqtKV4ivjXs_SaJo4N3ctQw0FNdLgIBz8k6RTVtwc1Z4KRufPZczteViqXQNCUnA--WR_mNHMmHkjwibzijHoTleYU9aYpp_vuXz5ejLetLlPjICqMdbsGl5hXaIpgmzcGIiDfI22btR7p03q3r1BbefV93Kkp-2h4IhK3Bg_BhPbrkywsUDnJuECtlqc75MR_rx8BoRjXTb2bgA26kLWuMhu5tZcRmtCzH5yUW1rON7S_tRRh2V2jNfeEy29A8JIyp1Zz-8cKHcMWZZbtQfWJ9VuA&nonce=638724459274962290.NWMxMGQyZmQtZGRlYi00MDE5LTk0ZGEtZTcwMDQ5NTNjMmRjN2RiMjM3OTAtNTg4Yi00MGJjLWE0Y2UtNzQ0N2JiYTlmMThh&x-client-SKU=ID_NET451&x-client-ver=5.2.1.0
https://aqaaidprd61.b2clogin.com/aqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_mfa_ip_timeout_susi/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=ed7b16d3-ff78-40f9-82f8-537b4b36cf62&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fonlineservices.aqa.org.uk%2F&response_mode=form_post&response_type=code%20id_token&scope=openid%20profile%20offline_access%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fread%20https%3A%2F%2Faqaaidprd61.onmicrosoft.com%2Faqa-aid-prd-61-euw-asp-demo-api%2Fwrite&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DKB4Df2M6MKd6rU-oyxqtKV4ivjXs_SaJo4N3ctQw0FNdLgIBz8k6RTVtwc1Z4KRufPZczteViqXQNCUnA--WR_mNHMmHkjwibzijHoTleYU9aYpp_vuXz5ejLetLlPjICqMdbsGl5hXaIpgmzcGIiDfI22btR7p03q3r1BbefV93Kkp-2h4IhK3Bg_BhPbrkywsUDnJuECtlqc75MR_rx8BoRjXTb2bgA26kLWuMhu5tZcRmtCzH5yUW1rON7S_tRRh2V2jNfeEy29A8JIyp1Zz-8cKHcMWZZbtQfWJ9VuA&nonce=638724459274962290.NWMxMGQyZmQtZGRlYi00MDE5LTk0ZGEtZTcwMDQ5NTNjMmRjN2RiMjM3OTAtNTg4Yi00MGJjLWE0Y2UtNzQ0N2JiYTlmMThh&x-client-SKU=ID_NET451&x-client-ver=5.2.1.0


Answers and commentaries for all four 
papers on Centre services
As part of the ‘Preparing to teach’ materials

• GCSE French/German/Spanish: Getting Started – Mark Scheme 
guidance and application eLearning modules to practise marking 
for the new specifications, including detailed commentaries from 
senior examiners.

• One module for each component per language – Listening, 
Reading and Writing modules for all three languages available

•  Speaking module (issued Nov 25) alongside a 
complementary live Paper 2 training course.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?qualificationLevel=GCSE&subject=French%3BGerman%3BSpanish&page=2
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?qualificationLevel=GCSE&subject=French%3BGerman%3BSpanish&page=2


Instructions for the Conduct of Exams 2026

• Instructions for the Conduct of Exams 
2026 – Essential reading for all staff 
involved in the delivery of exams for 
Languages in 2026 containing detailed 
information on the regulations and 
guidance for each paper, as well as where 
to find further support. 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/a774672aa533eec25369c031230484a551b93aa8.pdf


Text book + Exam Pro

There is also the OUP approved text book and also the updated 
Exampro resources for the new GCSE exampro.co.uk/languages

https://www.exampro.co.uk/languages/


Tiering guide

GCSE MFL Tiering guide

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/23314f740ec96f31be20e914ec0b18
b7d1936a39.pdf?_gl=1*yd0fu1*_gcl_au*NjgwNTI0MzAuMTc1Nzk0NDQ5Nw..

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/23314f740ec96f31be20e914ec0b18b7d1936a39.pdf?_gl=1*yd0fu1*_gcl_au*NjgwNTI0MzAuMTc1Nzk0NDQ5Nw..


Quick 
reference 
poster



Pearson Edexcel

GCSE French, German and 
Spanish (2024) Support



Key pages and documents

From the Languages qualifications page
you can access the most up-to-date 

information.

The latest monthly update and the 
speaking windows are always linked.

Currently there is also the article about 
our Sequencing Tool (Demo version) with 

all the support links you need.

8
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html


Support highlights

Wide range of exemplar 
material
French

German
Spanish

Teacher guides to each paper, vocabulary 
and grammar guide.

One page mark sheets

8
8

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ACategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials%26filterQuery%3Dcategory%3APearson-UK%3ADocument-Type%2FExemplar-material


Support highlights

Understanding grade 
boundaries – Frequently Asked 

Questions

Extra tasks for use in class Additional guides and resources

8
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Speaking support

French Speaking Mats
Spanish Speaking Mats
German Speaking Mats

Speaking support guide for students

GCSE (2024) French, German
and Spanish – Student Tips for
the Speaking Exams - YouTube

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-french-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-spanish-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/German/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-german-speaking-mats.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Modern-Languages/pearson-gcse-mfl-2024-student-speaking-support.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJl5rFr3KefBuRzLDDoOixLqzB3DvmNFw


Tiering Decision Factsheet

Tiering factsheet

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/tiering-decision-factsheet-fgs.pdf


Training on offer

9
2



Book a 1-to-1 teams

meeting withme

Sign up to receive my

monthly update emails

Join our Facebook support

group

Subject Advisor Support

9
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https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/PearsonLanguagesBookings%40pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321286951782973
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321286951782973
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321286951782973
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321286951782973
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1321286951782973


Pearson Support Porta

Pearson Support Portal

9
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https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/


95 08/12/2025

Thank you
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