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Objectives and desired outcomes
We will revisit what we have learnt so far about the new Edexcel GCSE examinations. 

We will develop effective teaching strategies to prepare KS4 students for their exams. 

We will review practical ideas on a variety of exam questions across the components.

By the end of the session, we will have gained a range of effective KS4 teaching strategies to 
enable students to make rapid improvements towards:

1. vocabulary acquisition (AO2/3)

2. grammar accuracy (AO3)

3. Listening and Reading 

4. Writing overlap question



Part 1: Fostering better 
vocabulary acquisition

▪ Flipped learning

▪ Additional resources

▪ Quizzing



Part 1: Fostering better vocabulary acquisition
Ice-breaker quiz: 
Use the reaction  if you think the statement is true or  if false :

1. there are 1400 words in foundation and 1700 words in higher in the lists.
2. there are 1200 words in foundation and 1700 words in higher in the lists.
3. some irregular conjugated forms of verbs are also listed in the lists.
4. all conjugated forms of verbs are also listed in the vocabulary lists.
5. words outside the vocabulary lists can be used in speaking and writing.
6. only words from the vocabulary lists will be assessed in speaking and writing.
7. all the words in the listening and reading are in the lists.
8. any word that is not in the lists will be glossed in listening and reading.
9. the lists are the same for listening and the reading.
10. the list in reading includes additional morphology items, that are not in listening.



The role of flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

Audience vote: 
use Reaction  if you agree with the statement below,
use Reaction  if you disagree:

“Encouraging students to systematically 
learn the key vocabulary prior to the 
lesson has a positive impact on students’ 
vocabulary acquisition in lessons.”



The role of flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

“Flipped learning has a positive 
impact on students’ classwork and 
engagement.”

Audience vote: 
use Reaction  if you agree with the statement below,
use Reaction  if you disagree:



The role of flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

“Setting weekly homework at KS4 
improves students’ motivation and 
attainment in the subject.” 

Audience vote: 
use Reaction  if you agree with the statement below,
use Reaction  if you disagree:



The place of home learning in vocabulary acquisition

Consider this:

In 2024-25, a Year 10 student …

who completed 30-40 minutes of PREP booklet work each week …

in total completed between 19.5-26h of homework that year …

which is the equivalent of 8-10 extra weeks worth of language lessons …

or the equivalent of 14-18 extra weeks by the end of Year 11.



Flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

What the research says

▪ mostly conducted in higher education 

▪ positive, moderate effect on performance 

▪ … including in language learning 

▪ model: flipped learning → communicative in-class sessions 

▪ KS4-5 and higher education students benefit most

▪ flipped learning complements in-class learning 

▪ variability: demographics, quality of teaching, quality of flipped provision

Strelan, P., Osborn, A., & Palmer, E. (2020). The flipped classroom: A meta-analysis of effects on student 
performance across disciplines and education levels. Educational Research Review, 30, Article 100314. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.edurev.2020.100314



Flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

What we recommend
▪ print PREP booklets
▪ set weekly, as flipped learning
▪ offer a weekly break or after-school clinic for support
▪ set as high-stake (PREP), great reward
▪ systematically check completion and …
▪ provide corrections
▪ make it a full part of in-class learning
▪ use as opportunity to address misconceptions
▪ praise and reward high-level of completion
▪ follow-up on lack of completion



Flipped learning in vocabulary acquisition

Take 5 minutes to explore our PREP booklet available for each module in French 
and Spanish.



Other effective tools for independent vocabulary acquisition

Price: £20 for 10 copies

CGPbooks.co.uk

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/spanish/spehvb41-new-gcse-spanish-edexcel-vocabulary


Other effective tools for independent vocabulary acquisition

Pearson Edexcel - Teaching and learning materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FVocabulary-list
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FVocabulary-list
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FVocabulary-list


Effective assessment of vocabulary acquisition

• Reading: receptive knowledge of vocabulary

• Listening: receptive knowledge of vocabulary

• Dictation: receptive knowledge of vocabulary

• Speaking/Writing: productive knowledge of vocabulary

• Writing/Translation

Can write a 
word (SSC) they 

hear

Understand a 
word on its 

own

Understand a 
word in 
context

Can use 
vocabulary to 

respondCan produce 
specific 

vocabulary



Discussion:

What makes a good vocabulary quiz?

Discuss and list key components of an effective vocabulary assessment.

Then rank them from most important (1) to least important (5).

Effective assessment of vocabulary acquisition 



Listen and write Listen and translate Listen and respond Read and translate 
into English 

Read and translate into 
French 

1 5 9 13 s’il pleut je vais 
rester à la maison

17 if the weather is cold

2 6 10 14  après on va aller à 
un concert

18 I am going to organise

3 7 11 15 normalement, je 
passe le week-end

19 I went to the sports 
centre

4 8 12 16 l’année dernière on 
est partis en vacances

20 I found that it was 
great

Défi: Parallel translation - Unjumble the French and English sentence and complete the missing translation:
Pour les prochaines holiday if the weather is good nous allons rester at my grandfather’s house et je crois que it is going to 
be extraordinaire.        
        : Pour les prochaines_________________________________________________________________________________
        : ________________holiday if the weather is good________________________________________________________

Effective assessment of vocabulary acquisition



Listen and write Listen and translate Listen and respond Read and translate 
into English 

Read and translate into 
French 

1 5 9 13 17

2 6 10 14 18

3 7 11 15 19

4 8 12 16 20

Défi: Parallel translation - Unjumble the French and English sentence and complete the missing translation:
[TEXT]
        : _________________________________________________________________________________________________
        : _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Template for printing vocabulary quiz



Listen and write Listen and translate Listen and respond Read and translate into 
English 

Read and translate into 
French 

1 les prochaines 
vacances

5 je ne suis pas parti 
en vacances

9 Qu’est-ce que tu 
voudrais faire pendant 
les vacances?

13 if it rains, I am going 
to stay at home

17 s’il fait froid

2 il fait chaud 6 s’il y a du vent 10 Quelle est ta 
destination de vacances 
préférée?

14  after we are going 
to go to a concert

18 je vais organiser

3 je suis allé 7 j’ai trouvé que 
c’était extraordinaire

11 Quel est ton avis sur 
les vacances en ville?

15 normally I spend the 
week-end

19 je suis allé au centre 
sportif

4 j’ai passé 8 je vais m’amuser 
avec mes amis

12 Comment est-ce que 
tu aimes aller en 
vacances?

16 last year we went on 
holiday

20 j’ai trouvé que c’était 
génial

Défi: Parallel translation - Unjumble the French and English sentence and complete the missing translation:
Pour les prochaines holiday if the weather is good nous allons rester at my grandfather’s house et je crois que it is going to be 
extraordinaire.        
        : Pour les prochaines vacances s’il fait beau, nous allons aller chez mon grand-père et je crois que ca va être extraordinaire.
        : For the next holiday if the weather is good, we are going to stay at my grandfathers’ house, and I believe that it is going 
to be extraordinary.

Les réponses - the answers



Listen and write Listen and translate Listen and respond Read and translate 
into English 

Read and translate into 
Spanish 

1 5 9 13 después fui a 17 they are big

2 6 10 14 a menudo voy a 18 it is here

3 7 11 15 diría que es útil 19 it is exciting

4 8 12 16 la red de transporte 20 it is possible to

Desafío: Parallel translation - Unjumble the Spanish and English sentence and complete the missing translation:
Vivo en un neighbourhood that se llama Croydon y que is situated in the south-east de Londres, pero no me gusta nothing.
        : Vivo en un _______________________________________________________________________________________
        : _____________neighbourhood that___________________________________________________________________

Effective assessment of vocabulary acquisition 

¿Te gusta tu barrio?

¿

¿Qué piensas de las 

¿Cómo era tu ciudad 



Listen and write Listen and translate Listen and respond Read and translate 
into English 

Read and translate into 
Spanish 

1 antes había 5 I like the building 9 Sí, [me gusta 
porque] es … OR
No, [no me gusta ya 
que] es ..

13 after I went 17 son grandes / 
alto[a]s

2 mi barrio es 
viejo

6 the roads 10 [En casa] 
me gusta …

14 I often go to 18 está aquí

3 hay muchas 
tiendas

7 an old theatre 11 [Pienso que] 
son …

15 I would say that it 
is useful

19 es emocionante

4 tenía un cine 8 there is too 
much traffic

12 [Antes mi ciudad] 
era …

16 the transport 
network

20 se puede 

Desafío: Parallel translation - Unjumble the Spanish and English sentence and complete the missing translation:
Vivo en un neighbourhood that se llama Croydon y que is situated in the south-east de Londres, pero no me gusta at all.
        : Vivo en un barrio que se llama Croydon y que está situado en el sureste de Londres, pero no me gusta nada.
        : I live in  a neighbourhood that is called Croydon and that is in south-east London, but I don’t like it at all. 

Las respuestas - the answers



Raising engagement with vocabulary acquisition



Part 1: Fostering better vocabulary acquisition

Summary:

▪ consider flipped learning to increase vocabulary exposure (PREP)

▪ plan multi-modal vocabulary quizzes 

▪ consider engagement strategies to promote independent vocab learning

Follow us on QUIZLET
HFLanguages

Weekly vocabulary lists available



Part 2: Improving message 
clarity by improving 
grammar accuracy
▪ Retrieving essential grammar

▪ Effective grammar teaching

▪ AO3 Success Criteria



Identifying essential grammar 

Discussion:
From your experience, what are the top grammar concepts in Foundation and in 
Higher that students must be confident with. Share in the chat:
(We have colour-coded GCSE grammar lists, check them out:



Identifying essential grammar 



Grammar in the 130-150 word
You must include the following points:
• who you like spending time with
• the pros and cons of who you live with
• what someone did recently to help you
• how you will help someone in the future.
Write your answer in French/Spanish. You should aim to write between 130 and 150 words.



B1 - J'aime passer du temps avec ma famille, car ils sont sympa et je m'entends bien avec ma famille. Le week-end, on aime 
aller au parc ensemble et on joue souvent au foot. A mon avis, c’est vraiment amusant.
B2 - Je pense que le positif d’habiter avec ma famille c’est qu’on est très proche et on a beaucoup en commun. Par contre le 
négatif est que quelquefois ma sœur utilise mon portable. Je trouve ça énervant.
B3 - Récemment, j’ai fait mes devoirs de maths, mais c’était très difficile et j’étais stressée, alors mon père m’a aidée. Il est 
plus patient que mon prof.
B4 - Le week-end prochain, je vais aller chez mon amie Lucie pour pratiquer pour l’examen de français. Lucie n’aime pas le 
français car elle pense que c’est ennuyeux, donc je vais aider Lucie à apprendre. Ça va être génial!

• who you like spending time with
• the pros and cons of who you live with
• what someone did recently to help you
• how you will help someone in the future.

B1 - Me gusta pasar tiempo con mi familia, porque son simpáticos y me llevo bien con ellos. Los fines de semana nos gusta ir 
juntos al parque y a menudo jugamos al fútbol. En mi opinión, es muy divertido.
B2 - Creo que lo positivo de vivir con mi familia es que somos muy unidos y tenemos mucho en común. Por otro lado, lo 
negativo es que a veces mi hermana usa mi móvil. Pienso que es un poco molesta.
B3 - Recientemente hice mis deberes de matemáticas, pero fue muy difícil y estuve estresada, por eso mi padre me ayudó. Es 
más paciente que mi profesor.
B4 - El próximo fin de semana, voy a ir a la casa de mi amiga para practicar para el examen de español. A ella no le gusta el 
español porque piensa que es aburrido, así que voy a ayudarla. ¡Va a ser guay!

Grammar in the 130-150 word



B1 - J'aime passer du temps avec ma famille, car ils sont sympa et je m'entends bien avec ma famille. Le week-end, on aime 
aller au parc ensemble et on joue souvent au foot. A mon avis, c’est vraiment amusant.
B2 - Je pense que le positif d’habiter avec ma famille c’est qu’on est très proche et on a beaucoup en commun. Par contre le 
négatif est que quelquefois ma sœur utilise mon portable. Je trouve ça énervant.
B3 - Récemment, j’ai fait mes devoirs de maths, mais c’était très difficile et j’étais stressée, alors mon père m’a aidée. Il est 
plus patient que mon prof.
B4 - Le week-end prochain, je vais aller chez mon amie Lucie pour pratiquer pour l’examen de français. Lucie n’aime pas le 
français car elle pense que c’est ennuyeux, donc je vais aider Lucie à apprendre. Ça va être génial!

• who you like spending time with
• the pros and cons of who you live with
• what someone did recently to help you
• how you will help someone in the future.

B1 - Me gusta pasar tiempo con mi familia, porque son simpáticos y me llevo bien con ellos. Los fines de semana nos gusta ir 
juntos al parque y a menudo jugamos al fútbol. En mi opinión, es muy divertido.
B2 - Creo que lo positivo de vivir con mi familia es que somos muy unidos y tenemos mucho en común. Por otro lado, lo 
negativo es que a veces mi hermana usa mi móvil. Pienso que es un poco molesta.
B3 - Recientemente hice mis deberes de matemáticas, pero fue muy difícil y estuve estresada, por eso mi padre me ayudó. Es 
más paciente que mi profesor.
B4 - El próximo fin de semana, voy a ir a la casa de mi amiga para practicar para el examen de español. A ella no le gusta el 
español porque piensa que es aburrido, así que voy a ayudarla. ¡Va a ser guay!

Grammar in the 130-150 word



Conclusions from the previous experiment 

Be careful of trying to cover everything:

▪ Yes, there is too much content!

▪ No, students won’t recall (nor need to) recall all the vocabulary …

▪ … and they do not need to understand and master all the grammar!

▪ Higher students can access high marks in 130-150w with foundation knowledge!

▪ Pick your essentials

▪ Retrieve them more often

▪ Test them regularly

▪ Provide ample multi-modal practice



Effective grammar teaching 
Model grammar sequence

Slide 60

Slide 61
Slide 62

Slide 63

Slide 64

Slide 65

Slide 66



Retrieving essential grammar 

What we recommend
▪ programme the retrieval against the curriculum
▪ avoid systematic re-teaching but …
▪ … test initially through ‘Think, Pair, Share’ and questioning!
▪ reduce teacher input
▪ increase practice
▪ sequence the progression in challenge
▪ Assess 3 times: 

1. AfL (mini-whiteboard): identify misconceptions
2. in comprehension: using source and questioning
3. in extended production: feed back and give targets



AO3 Success criteria in production 

#
‘CLEAR PATH’ Success Criteria: Evidence from my work:

C I used Complex grammar, including subordinate clauses.

L I produced Longer sentences, linked with conjunctions.

E I used Expanded vocabulary.

A I included some Advanced phrases in the subjunctive.

R I avoided Repetition of the same words or grammar.

P I used a range of Pronouns to conjugate verbs.

A My grammar is Accurate.

T I used a range of Tenses (past, present, future) 4 times each.

H I included High-level verbs, like irregular and modal verbs.



Part 2: Improving grammar accuracy

Summary:

▪ know what your essential grammar knowledge looks like

▪ build frequent retrieval opportunities 

▪ provide multi-modal practice in controlled and open-ended tasks

▪ feed back and set targets on essential grammar

▪ revisit and increase challenge



Part 3: Improving outcomes 
at GCSE
▪ Listening and Reading

▪ Writing:  80-90word essay



Improving outcomes in Listening and Reading

Write in the chat:

What do you already know about the design of the Listening and Reading?

What are the improvements from the previous specifications?

How are you planning to prepare your Y11 students for these papers?



Understanding the structure of the listening

Paper 2, Listening and Understanding - Teacher 
Guide (Issue 2.0) (pearson.com)

Listening paper - overview

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FGCSE%2FFrench%2F2024%2Fteaching-and-learning-materials%2Fgcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMathilde.Bouquin%40harrisfederation.org.uk%7Ce15436595e124c6128b908ddfd084cbf%7C6a2d2589d6064f9aab534e21aa6b445e%7C1%7C0%7C638944934757286610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6%2F%2FDV3QxZD67h0ufJK%2FfTODZclBVQwKFUlyMfZt594%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FGCSE%2FFrench%2F2024%2Fteaching-and-learning-materials%2Fgcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMathilde.Bouquin%40harrisfederation.org.uk%7Ce15436595e124c6128b908ddfd084cbf%7C6a2d2589d6064f9aab534e21aa6b445e%7C1%7C0%7C638944934757286610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6%2F%2FDV3QxZD67h0ufJK%2FfTODZclBVQwKFUlyMfZt594%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FGCSE%2FFrench%2F2024%2Fteaching-and-learning-materials%2Fgcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMathilde.Bouquin%40harrisfederation.org.uk%7Ce15436595e124c6128b908ddfd084cbf%7C6a2d2589d6064f9aab534e21aa6b445e%7C1%7C0%7C638944934757286610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6%2F%2FDV3QxZD67h0ufJK%2FfTODZclBVQwKFUlyMfZt594%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FGCSE%2FFrench%2F2024%2Fteaching-and-learning-materials%2Fgcse-2024-paper-2-listening-teacher-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMathilde.Bouquin%40harrisfederation.org.uk%7Ce15436595e124c6128b908ddfd084cbf%7C6a2d2589d6064f9aab534e21aa6b445e%7C1%7C0%7C638944934757286610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6%2F%2FDV3QxZD67h0ufJK%2FfTODZclBVQwKFUlyMfZt594%3D&reserved=0
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Understanding the structure of the listening

Foundation paper

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q7

Q8

Q9

Q10

Q11

Higher paper

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q7

Q8

Q9

grade 5

grade 4

grade 4

grade 3

grade 2

grade 1

grade 6-7

grade 8-9



Understanding the structures of the listening

Question design

overlap

grade 5

grade 8-9



Multiple choice (MCQ)
Slide 67

Slide 69

Multiple response (MRQ)

Y10 Lesson Builder: templates for each question type

Slide 70

Word cloud

Slide 71

Open response (ex A and B)

Slide 72

Open response (ex C)

Slide 73

Dictation



Understanding the structures of the reading

Paper 3, Reading and Understanding - Teacher 
Guide (Issue 2.0) (pearson.com)

Reading paper - overview

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-3-reading-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-3-reading-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-3-reading-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-3-reading-teacher-guide.pdf


Foundation paper

Q1

Q2
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Q4
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Understanding the structures of the reading

Question design

overlap

grade 5

grade 8-9



Model lesson sequence: practising comprehension

Improving outcomes in Listening and Reading

1. Warm-up
2. Strategies
3. Practice
4. Try again
5. Correction
6. Test

Slide 74 Slide 77 Slide 80

Slide 82 Slide 84 Slide 85



Improving outcomes in Listening and Reading

Summary:

▪ familiarise yourself with the papers and their design

▪ prepare students to the question types

▪ work out strategies and model them

▪ plan fuller comprehension sequence: less tasks, more depth!



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

All 4 bullet points have 3 sentences, 
extending the initial response:
❑ opinion
❑ justification
❑ addition

❑ response
❑ opinion
❑ justification

2 bullet points are extended as above

1 bullet point is extended as above

Response to each bullet point is minimal

Our Interpretation!



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

All content communicates clearly and 
without ambiguity but there might be 1 
ambiguous or unclear message.

Each bullet point response is clear but 
there might be 2-4 unclear messages.

Not all responses are clear, and at times 
message cannot be understood.

Content is often unclear or ambiguous and 
there are frequent messages that cannot 
be understood.

Our Interpretation!



Preparing for the overlap question: 80-90-word essay
Discussion: Did the student 
address all bullet points?

Salut Amélie,

Mon college est modern et assez grande. Il 

y a une piscine et gymnase et terrains de 

foot. Cependant, il n'y a pas bibliothèque. 

Je préfère la géographie parce que c'est 

super mais je n'aime pas les maths ou les 

sciences parce que c'est trop difficile. 

J'adore l'anglais car c'est utile. Hier j'étudié 

l'éducation physical et les maths. Tous les 

jours on a les sciences, l'anglais et 

l'histoire. La semaine prochaine, il n'y a pas 

l'école parce que je suis vais en vacancies.



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

There are minimum 2-3 utterances of each tense; 
80% these are accurate 
at least each tense has 1 accurate verb

There are utterances of each tense 
50% these are accurate 
at least 2 tenses have 1 accurate verb

There may be utterances of different tenses 
but there are often inaccurate
occasional verb in 1 tense is accurate (2marks)

Verbs are in the infinitive or almost always 
inaccurate (1 mark)

Our Interpretation!



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

If there are errors, they are minor, 
errors don’t impact clarity;
there might be 1 major error creating 1 ambiguity.

There are errors, most times minor, 
there are 2-4 major errors.

There are frequent errors, many minor ones, 
there are also 5+ major errors.

language produced is not understandable.

Our Interpretation!



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essayApplying Edexcel’s best fit approach!

8/13

1. Number of BPs addressed
2. Development of ideas
3. Comprehensible



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essayApplying Edexcel’s best fit approach!

3 or 4/13

1. Number of BPs addressed
2. Development of ideas
3. Comprehensible



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essayApplying Edexcel’s best fit approach!

3/5

1. Variety of vocab and structures
2. Use of timeframes
3. Accuracy



Improving outcomes in Writing
Zoom-in the overlap question: 80-90-word essayApplying Edexcel’s best fit approach!

4/5

1. Variety of vocab and structures
2. Use of timeframes
3. Accuracy



Preparing for the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

❑ First focus on writing 10 words per bullet point

❑ Skip 3 lines between each answer!

(That’s so you can add more details later)

❑ You reached 40 words!

❑ Now go back and try to add 10 more words 
per bullet points by:

▪ adding an extra or contrasting opinion

▪ adding an extra activity

❑ And just like that, you reached 76 words!

J’aime le shopping car c’est très amusant.

Mon transport préféré pour aller en ville 
c’est le bus car c’est rapide.

Samedi dernier je suis allé aux magasins 
de sport, c’était vraiment génial.

Le week-end prochain, je vais aller au 
cinéma en ville.

J’adore acheter des vêtements car c’est 
fascinant. 

Cependant je déteste le train car c’est 
super cher.

De plus, j’ai joué au foot au parc.

Je vais aussi jouer au tennis 
car c’est mon sport préféré.

• what transports you use to go to town
• your opinion about shopping
• what you bought in shops recently
• what you will do next time you are in town



Preparing for the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

When word count matters, remember that you can:

▪ gain 3 words by saying who you do an activity 

with (avec ma famille, avec mes amis)

▪ gain 2-3 words by saying where (au cinéma, au 

parc)

▪ gain 2-3 by adding time expressions (le week-end 

dernier, l’année prochaine …)

▪ And now you have 95 words!!!

J’aime le shopping car c’est très amusant. 

J’adore acheter des vêtements car c’est 

fascinant.

Mon transport préféré pour aller en ville c’est 

le bus car c’est rapide. Cependant je déteste 

le train car c’est super cher.

Samedi dernier je suis allé aux magasins de 

sport, c’était vraiment génial. De plus, j’ai joué 

au foot au parc.

Le week-end prochain, je vais aller au cinéma 

en ville. Je vais aussi jouer au tennis car c’est 

mon sport préféré.

J’aime le shopping car c’est très amusant. J’adore 

acheter des vêtements avec ma sœur au centre 

commercial car c’est fascinant.

Mon transport préféré pour aller en ville c’est le 

bus car c’est rapide. Cependant je déteste le train 

car c’est super cher.

Samedi dernier je suis allé aux magasins de sport, 

c’était vraiment génial. De plus, le week-end 

dernier, j’ai joué au foot avec mon père au parc.

Le week-end prochain, je vais aller au cinéma en 

ville avec mes cousins. Je vais aussi jouer au tennis 

avec mon oncle car c’est mon sport préféré.

• what transports you use to go to town
• your opinion about shopping
• what you bought in shops recently
• what you will do next time you are in town



Preparing for the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

Make students prepare a 5-min plan of their ideas (in ENG or SPA)

▪ is quite  (bastante) modern
▪ there are many silly rules (reglas)
▪ I don’t like (gustan) the teachers

▪ I love Spanish
▪ because it’s interesting and easy (fácil)
▪ however I hate (odio) maths

▪ last week (semana pasada)
▪ I studied (estudié) English
▪ was boring and difficult

▪ next week after (después) school
▪ I am going (voy a) to go to the library
▪ I am going to do (hacer) my homework 

53 words already!!!

▪ es bastante moderno
▪ hay muchas reglas tontas
▪ no me gustan los profes

▪ me encanta el español
▪ ya que es muy interesante y fácil
▪ sin embargo odio las matemáticas

▪ la semana pasada
▪ estudié inglés
▪ fue aburrido y difícil

▪ próxima semana, después del insti
▪ voy a ir a la biblioteca
▪ voy a hacer mis deberes en línea



Preparing for the overlap question: 80-90-word essay

Use CLEAR PATH

C - creo que mi insti es bastante moderno
L - por un lado … pero por otro lado …
E - reglas / asignaturas / biblioteca
A - diría que / cuando tenga tiempo
R - porque / ya que / dado que
P - me gusta / le gusta / estudiamos
A - /
T - estudié / fue / voy a ir / voy a hacer
H - puedo 



Improving outcomes in Writing

Summary:

▪ students must read bullet points carefully and identify key words

▪ students should pause and plan

▪ students can prepare with CLEAR PATH

▪ less but better: meet the word count, no need to go beyond!



Getting all KS4 students ready for the new GCSE

Summary:

▪ Vocabulary practices that enhance acquisition: flipped learning, multi-

modal vocab quizzes, competitions

▪ “Less is more” in grammar: decide on essential grammar, revisit regularly, 

recall [don’t reteach], multi-modal practice

▪ “Less is more” in Listening and Reading: less tasks, adapt/recycle, build a 

sequence: prepare, discuss strategy, try, repair, try again.

▪ Writing: “planning makes perfect”



Prep work correction: prep books and red pens out!



Retrieval

What have we previously learnt about adjectives in Spanish (position/agreement)?

 Think   Pair   Share

Come up with answers for the following questions:

1) In what order do the noun and the adjective usually come in Spanish? 

2) What are the agreement rules for gender and number? Names them.

3) What is the correct form of the adjective ‘mexicano’ with the following nouns:

a. un plato …    c. unos platos

b. una comida …    d. unas comidas P
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Adjectives of nationality

Adjectives of nationality work the same as other adjectives:
▪ they come after the noun they describe
▪ they agree in gender and number with the noun they describe
▪ they do not start with a capital letter, unlike in English or unlike countries, which do.

Many adjectives of nationality are regular and follow the patterns of regular adjectives:

Some adjectives of nationality end in consonants and follow a semi-irregular pattern:

Note that adjectives can be used to form nouns in Spanish:
example: los españoles - Spanish people; las inglesas - English women …
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masculine singular feminine singular masculine plural feminine plural

mexicano mexicana mexicanos mexicanas

masculine singular feminine singular masculine plural feminine plural

español española españoles españolas

inglés inglesa ingleses inglesas



Adjectives of nationality

First complete the grid with the missing words:

Now read the sentences and complete with the correct adjectival form:
1) Las empanadas son ______________________. (mexicano)
2) El té de yerba es ______________________.  (argentino)
3) La paella es ______________________.   (español)
4) Los chilaquiles son ______________________.  (mexicano)
5) El choripán es ______________________.  (argentino)
6) Los tamales son ______________________.  (cubano)
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singular plural
country masculine feminine masculine feminine

mexicano
argentina

España
peruana

colombianas
ingleses

Desafío: Add all 
adjectival forms for the 
following countries:
- Puerto Rico
- República Dominicana
- Chile
- Ecuador
- Bolivia



1. Listen to the adjective and write it out.
2. Decide which noun it describes and circle/tick in the correct box.
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Adjective Options: nouns

ex: cubana el plato la comida los hombres las mujeres

1 el plato la comida los hombres las mujeres

2 el plato la comida los hombres las mujeres

3 el plato la comida los hombres las mujeres

4 el plato la comida los hombres las mujeres



Listening Comprehension - Trying traditional food
Listen to the dialogue between this couple at a restaurant.
Answer the questions in English.
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1. What does Carlos eat for starter?

2. How does he find it?

3. What food or drink does Lucía describe as delicious?

4. Why doesn’t Carlos like paella?

5. How does Lucía find the paella in this restaurant?

6. What dessert will be new to them both?

Transcript

Carlos: Mira estas arepas. ¿Sabes que son 
típicas en Colombia?
Lucía: Sí, ya las he probado. ¿Te gustan?
Carlos: Pues sí, son bastante buenas y sanas 
también.
Lucía: Yo decidí probar la horchata y me 
encanta, ¡es riquísima! ¿Vamos a pedir una 
paella de plato principal?
Carlos: No para mí, no me gusta la paella, la 
encuentro bastante aburrida.
Lucía: ¿En serio? Probé la paella de verduras 
aquí la semana pasada y me gusto mucho, es 
muy tradicional. 
Carlos: ¿Y si compartimos un postre? ¿Te 
apetece?
Lucía: Sí, a mí, me gustaría pedir el pastel de 
chocolate, ¿y a ti?
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Role-Play
In pairs: partner A plays the role of the teacher and partner B plays the role of the candidate.

Teacher examiner’s script:          Student’s preparation:

Role play:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Allow the candidate to say how many people the reservation is for.

Vale, ¿qué va preparar?

Allow the candidate to say what they would like to make.

Rico, ¿para quién es?

Allow the candidate to say who it is for.

De acuerdo. ¿Qué piensa usted de los mercados?

Allow the candidate to say what they they think of markets.

Vale, ¿tiene una pregunta?

Allow the candidate to ask a question about the price.

Quisiera comprar verdura.

Me gustaría hacer una ensalada.

Es para mi familia.

Los mercados son interesantes.

¿Cuánto es?

Back with solid fill



[TITLE]
Listen to [NAME] who is talking about [CONTEXT] 
Complete the sentences by putting a cross ⊠ in the correct box for each question.

1. XXXX …      3. XXXX …

2. XXXX …      4. XXXX …
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Back with solid fill

Desafío:

Défi:  

 A    …. .

 B    …. .

 C    …. .

 A    …. .

 B    …. .

 C    …. .

 A    …. .

 B    …. .

 C    …. .

 A    …. .

 B    …. .

 C    …. .



Use the transcript to check your answers.

1. Read the transcript below

2. Listen to the audio again and read the transcript at the same time. 

3. Check the answers you have: do you want to make any changes?

4. Translate the highlighted parts in the transcript: remember that you will not understand all 
the words but with the vocabulary you understand and the context you can infer the 
meaning. Try your best!

[INSERT TRANSCRIPT HERE]
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Back with solid fill



A [Write sentence here]

B [Write sentence here]

C [Write sentence here]

D [Write sentence here]

E [Write sentence here]

[TITLE]
Listen and choose the 3 sentences that are true. Write the correct letters in the boxes.) 
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Tips:

1. Read the title and the instruction: 
what is it about?  What do you 
have to do?

2. Find synonyms for the key words: 
the listening might not say the 
exact same words as the sentence 
but might use synonyms.

3. Work out the answers by 
elimination if you are unsure. Back with solid fill

Desafío:

Défi:  



[TITLE]
Listen to [NAME] who is talking about [CONTEXT] 
Complete the gaps in each sentence using a word or phrase from the box below. 
There are more words/phrases than gaps.

1. Thomas dislikes the ___________________________________________________________

and the ______________________________________________________________________.

2. He is worried about meeting ___________________________________________________ 

at his new school.Li
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Back with solid fill

Desafío:

Défi:  

option 1  option 2  option 3  option 4
  option 5  option 6  option 7



[TITLE]
Listen to [NAME 1], [NAME 2] and [Name 3] who are talking about [CONTEXT] 
What do they say?
Complete the following table in English.
You do not need to write in full sentences.

1. 

2. 

3.Li
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Back with solid fill

Desafío:

Défi:  

How to stay safe on social media

Name 1

Her parent’s rule

Name 2

When he turn off his phone

Name 3
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Back with solid fill

Desafío:

Défi:  

[TITLE]
You listen to … who are talking about [CONTEXT]. 
What do they like and dislike?
Complete the tables in English.
You do not need to write in full sentences.

1. Name 1…      3. Name 3

2. Name 2      4. Name 4

Back with solid fill

likes…

dislikes…

likes…

dislikes…

likes…

dislikes…

likes…

dislikes…
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Dictation

• You are going to hear someone talking about xxx. 
• Sentences 1, 2 and 3: Write down the missing words in the gaps provided. 
• In each gap, you will write one word in Spanish. 

• Sentences 4, 5 and 6: Write down the full sentences that you hear in the spaces provided, in 
Spanish.

1. Es _______________________________ para la _______________________________

2. Estoy en un ____________________________ de ______________________________

3. Los sábados ___________________________ por la ____________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________________________ Back with solid fill



Modelling GCSE Reading Comprehension Skills
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Find the Spanish equivalent for each English phrases.

Pau Ribes hizo historia
Admiro a Pau Ribes desde hace tiempo porque 
rompió barreras en la natación artística y ganó 
muchas competiciones. Es famoso porque fue el 
primer hombre español en participar en 
competiciones internacionales de natación artística. 
Durante su carrera deportiva participó en una 
variedad de eventos importantes, luchó por la 
igualdad de oportunidades y fue una inspiración para 
otros también. 

I admire for a while he won the first man his career he fought for

admiro a

Read the text about swimmer Pau Ribes.



Preparing for Listening: Listen to the dialogue and read the transcript below at the same time.
Put the dialogue back in the correct order, from 1 to 6.
Write the number in the space provided.
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___ ¿Qué son las arepas?

___ Creo que son muy ricas. También, son fáciles de preparar.

_1_ ¿Qué comida o bebida te gustaría probar, Miguel?

___ ¿Por qué te gustaría comerlas?

___ Son un tipo de pan, hecho con maíz. Las arepas pueden tener carne, verduras, queso 

y diferentes salsas.

___ Pues, me gustaría probar las arepas. Son típicas en Colombia.



Li
st

en
in

g 
co

m
p

re
h

en
si

o
n

Listening comprehension

Listening comprehension

Li
st

en
in

g 
co

m
p

re
h

en
si

o
n

Modelling GCSE Listening Comprehension Skills

What listening strategies can you use to do so successfully? 

1. Always read the title of the task, it tells you what it is about!

2. Scan through the question/grid first! It will help you focus on the information you need 
to find.

3. Annotate with quick vocabulary: what 
positive opinion phrases and 
adjectives can you expect to hear?

4. Don’t rush: you will hear each 
extract 3 times.

5. Write clear, concise answers.

6. Have a guess for any question you are 
not sure.



Modelling GCSE Reading Comprehension Skills
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Answer the questions in English:
i. Why do they admire Pau Ribes?
ii. What is Pau Ribes famous for?
iii. What did he fight for?

Below is a typical reading assessment/exam task.
You must read one or more texts and answer questions in English.

What reading strategies can you use to do so successfully? 

Pau Ribes hizo historia
Admiro a Pau Ribes desde hace tiempo porque 
rompió barreras en la natación artística y ganó 
muchas competiciones. Es famoso porque fue el 
primer hombre español en participar en 
competiciones internacionales de natación artística. 
Durante su carrera deportiva participó en una 
variedad de eventos importantes, luchó por la 
igualdad de oportunidades y fue una inspiración para 
otros también. 



Modelling GCSE Reading Comprehension Skills
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What reading strategies can you use to do so successfully? 

1. Always read the title of the task, it tells you 
what it is about!

2. Read the questions first! It will help you focus 
on the information you need to find. Jot down 
so key words in Spanish.

Answer the questions in English:
i. Why do they admire Pau Ribes?
ii. What is Pau Ribes famous for?
iii. What did he fight for?

Pau Ribes hizo historia
Admiro a Pau Ribes desde hace tiempo porque 
rompió barreras en la natación artística y ganó 
muchas competiciones. Es famoso porque fue el 
primer hombre español en participar en 
competiciones internacionales de natación artística. 
Durante su carrera deportiva participó en una 
variedad de eventos importantes, luchó por la 
igualdad de oportunidades y fue una inspiración para 
otros también. 

3. Annotate the text(s): underline, 
highlight and write number in the 
margins where you think a 
question is answered. Answers 
will follow the text order.

4. Write clear, concise answers for 
each question.

5. Have a guess for any question 
you are not sure.

admiro a

famoso

luchó por



Foundation: İQué rico!
Listen to the three young people talking about a typical dish they would like to try.
Complete the grid with the correct details in English.
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1. delicious
easy to prepare

2. Mexico

3. la horchata

Food/drink options:
• la horchata
• las arepas
• el agua de Jamaica

Transcript for teachers:

1 

– ¿Qué comida o bebida te gustaría probar, Miguel?

– Pues, me gustaría probar las arepas. Son típicas en Colombia.

– ¿Qué son las arepas?

– Son un tipo de pan, hecho con maíz. Las arepas pueden tener 

carne, verduras, queso y diferentes salsas.

– ¿Por qué te gustaría comerlas?

– Creo que son muy ricas. También, son fáciles de preparar.

2 

– ¿Qué comida o bebida te gustaría probar, Alicia?

– Me gustaría probar el agua de Jamaica, que es una bebida de 

México.

– ¿En qué consiste el agua de Jamaica?

– Es un té frío hecho con una flor que se llama hibisco.

– ¿Por qué te gustaría beberla?

– Porque es ideal cuando hace calor, y también es muy sana para 

el cuerpo.

3 

– ¿Qué comida o bebida te gustaría probar, Carmen?

– Me gustaría mucho probar la horchata.

– ¿Qué es la horchata?

– Pues es una bebida vegetal. En España la tomamos sobre todo 

en verano porque es una bebida fría.

– ¿Por qué te gustaría beberla?

– Porque soy vegana y es una bebida perfecta para veganos.

https://activehub.pearson.com/launch-lesson/index.html?courseId=1c6ced39-aa65-48ed-8c66-2b04cefec869&entityId=783048eb-8ab9-4fe8-9288-c96fb1c4a39a&pageId=urn%3Apearson%3Aentity%3Af83775e1-1d74-44f8-ad6a-f34f432eeb06&resourceId=d72fbbfa-59df-4794-b5b0-59b83ea2621d


Foundation: Read each text.

Remember to use the reading strategies to complete the task successfully!

Desafío: Find 3 verbs in the present tense and 
3 verbs in the past tense in each text.
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Reading Comprehension

R
ea

d
in

g 
C

o
m

p
re

h
en

si
o

nAnswer the questions in English:

i. Why is Marcus Rashford 
Ryan’s role model?

ii. What was Marcus’ dream?

iii. Why did he win an award?

iv. What did Shakira do when 
she was 8 years old?

v. Who does Shakira help?

vi. Why does Maithri like her?



1.   Use the transcript to check your answers.

2. Listen to the audio again and read the transcript at the same time. 
3. Check the answers you have: do you want to make any changes?
4. Translate the highlighted parts in the transcript: remember that you will not understand all 

the words but with the vocabulary you understand and the context you can infer the 
meaning. Try your best!

1 Miguel

– Pues, me gustaría probar las arepas. Son típicas en Colombia.

– Son un tipo de pan, hecho con maíz. Las arepas pueden tener carne, verduras, queso y diferentes salsas.

– Creo que son muy ricas. También, son fáciles de preparar.

2 Alicia

– Me gustaría probar el agua de Jamaica, que es una bebida de México.

– Es un té frío hecho con una flor que se llama hibisco.

– Porque es ideal cuando hace calor, y también es muy sana para el cuerpo.

3 Carmen

– Me gustaría mucho probar la horchata.

– Pues es una bebida vegetal. En España la tomamos sobre todo en verano porque es una bebida fría.

– Porque soy vegana y es una bebida perfecta para veganos.
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https://activehub.pearson.com/launch-lesson/index.html?courseId=1c6ced39-aa65-48ed-8c66-2b04cefec869&entityId=783048eb-8ab9-4fe8-9288-c96fb1c4a39a&pageId=urn%3Apearson%3Aentity%3Af83775e1-1d74-44f8-ad6a-f34f432eeb06&resourceId=d72fbbfa-59df-4794-b5b0-59b83ea2621d


a. he made his dream a reality

b. in England and abroad

c. he won an award

d. he helps many children

e. to have food at school

Foundation: 
Read the text again and find the Spanish equivalents for the phrases below:

C
o

n
so

lid
at

in
g 

R
ea

d
in

g

Consolidating Reading

Consolidating Reading

C
o

n
so

lid
at

in
g 

R
ea

d
in

g

Then revisit your previous answers and see if you want to make any changes.

Desafío: Find 3 verbs in the present tense and 
3 verbs in the past tense in each text.

hizo realidad su sueño 

en Inglaterra y en el extranjero

ganó un premio

ayudó a muchos niños

a tener comida en el colegio



Li
st

en
in

g 
co

m
p

re
h

en
si

o
n

Listening comprehension

Listening comprehension

Li
st

en
in

g 
co

m
p

re
h

en
si

o
n

Food/Drink Photo Country Opinion

1. las arepas B Colombia
Venezuela

delicious
easy to prepare

2. el agua de 
Jamaica

C Mexico ideal when it is hot
very healthy

3. la horchata A Spain perfect for vegans
sounds delicious

Food/drink options:
• la horchata
• las arepas
• el agua de Jamaica

Las respuestas - the answers



Desafío:
Text 1
Present: es / pienso / da
Past: hizo / ganó / ayudó
Text 2
Present: es / tiene / 
ayuda / lucha 
Past: escribió / publicó / 
llegó

Las respuestas - the answers

R
ea

d
in

g 
C

o
m

p
re

h
en

si
o

n

Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension

R
ea

d
in

g 
C

o
m

p
re

h
en

si
o

n

Answer the questions in English:

i. Why is Marcus Rashford Ryan’s role model?

ii. What was Marcus’ dream?

iii. Why did he win an award?

iv. What did Shakira do when she was 8 years old?

v. Who does Shakira help?

vi. Why does Maithri like her?

because he gives positive messages

to play professional football for the English and foreign teams

because he helped children of poor backgrounds get food in school

she wrote her first song

she helps many schools and poor families in Colombia

because she helped children’s dreams become a reality



Higher: Read each text. Use the reading strategies to complete the task successfully!

R
ea

d
in

g 
C

o
m

p
re

h
en

si
o

n

Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension

R
ea

d
in

g 
C

o
m

p
re

h
en

si
o

n

Answer the questions in English:

i. Why is Marcus Rashford a good 
role model? (2 details)

ii. Where did Jessica discover her 
passion for science?

iii. How does Jessica help others?

iv. Why does Lena admire Jazz?

v. What does Jazz fight for today?

Desafío: Find 3 verbs in the present tense and 
3 verbs in the past tense in text 1 and 2.

Back with solid fillBack with solid fill
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