
Tuesday 12th March 2024, 8pm

ALL Advanced British Standard Consultation Webinar

ALL Webinar etiquette
In summary – we aim to be professional and kind!

• The purpose of this webinar is to describe the DfE consultation on the ABS, and to 
invite questions and suggest points for consideration

• Although we may disagree among ourselves on these proposals, we agree that all 
comments in the chat should be of a professional and not a personal nature.

Disclaimer
ALL London is very happy to host these events.  It does not charge participants; speakers kindly 

offer their service without payment and volunteers run the events.
Speakers and participants are responsible for what they say.



Introductions

• René Koglbauer-Franklin (Presenter)

• Jane Harvey (Chair)

• Steven Fawkes (Moderating chat)

• Helen Myers (Technical host)



Webinar Process

• The presenter will pause during the presentation to to give an 
opportunity to respond to any particular requests for 
clarification.

• All chat will be collected and collated and will contribute to the 
ALL response.



From Newcastle. For the world.

Advanced British Standard
Briefing 

Disclaimer: 

This presentation includes materials directly shared by the Department for Education’s ABS 
team at their recent regional consultation events. 

Prof. René Koglbauer-Franklin, 

Trustee, Chair of ALL Management Board 
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1st pause for clarification
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2nd  pause for clarification
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Further key points raised 

• Proposed increase of Guided Learning Hours compared to self-study 

• English and Maths offer to follow the following principles: content, breadth, 
number of options, aspiration. 

• Assessment principles

  - rigorous (high-level content specification by DfE and/or IFATE)

  - knowledge-rich content 

  - assessment primarily exam-based 

  - assessments will be summative 

  - assessment burden will be minimised

ABS Briefing
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Key points from Regional Event 

• Temperature check: 75% ‘somewhat’ positive towards ABS 

Some of the key issues: 

• Fixing the wrong problem? → whole system review

• Level 2, English and Maths 

• Assessment → lack of innovation and vision

• ABS design – major vs minor → university admission 

ABS Briefing
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Initial Announcement, October 2023
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3rd pause for clarification
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Opportunities for Languages

Organisational/Structural: 

• Additional minor 

• ? ‘new’ Maths/English to account for one minor 

• Major/minor: allowing for movement

• Language in vocational pathways 

• Modular approach 

• Cross-curricular: linguistic awareness in English and languages courses

Content

• Consideration of ab initio

• Consideration of Home, Heritage and Community languages

• Competency-focused aligned to CEFR (rather than achievement) 

• Strengthen role of oracy – as languages only subject with speaking assessment 

ABS Briefing

Concerns:
Could languages be 
pushed into minor

***
Progression to 

university
***

Lack of congruence 
with EBacc

***
Doesn’t address GCSE 

issue 
***

No examples include 
languages
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4th pause for 
responses
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Further questions

1) Any further views on how students will be assessed and graded?

2) Which impact will the ABS have on 16-19 providers (schools, colleges)? 
(e.g. teacher supply, timetabling, etc.) 

3) What changes to pre-16 education do you think will be needed to 
create effective pathways into the Advanced British Standard? 

ABS Briefing
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Thank you for your contribution! 

Jane, Helen, Steven & René

For any additional input you want to 
share, please contact 

rene.koglbauer@newcastle.ac.uk
directly by Friday lunchtime.
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