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• Looking back at Summer 2022

• Preparing for GCSE and GCE Speaking

• GCSE Paper 4 Writing ‘optionality’ amendment

• DfE/Ofqual ‘non-core vocabulary' change

• Overview of the Pearson GCSE accessibility amendments

• Post-exam series support

• Introduction to our GCSE 2024 draft qualification and how 
you can find out more

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DE&I) resources for 
languages

• Introduction to our new Subject Advisor, Rebecca Waker

Agenda
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Previous training in October 2022:

GCSE MFL Examiner Feedback on Summer 2022

• Focussed summary of the Speaking and 
Writing paper examiner reports.

Paper 4, Writing Summer 2022 Exemplar Material, 
with commentaries:

• GCSE French

• GCSE German

• GCSE Spanish

Looking back at Summer 2022

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/mfl-examiner-feedback-sept-2022.zip
French Exemplar Material: Paper 4, Writing
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/german-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material


Preparing for 
GCSE and GCE 
Speaking
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GCSE:

• German, 7th February, 4pm

• French, 22nd February, 4pm

• Spanish, TBC, 4pm (rearranging owing to teacher industrial action)

• All our GCSE Modern Languages (Arabic, Chinese, French, 
German, Greek, Gujarati, Italian, Japanese, Persian, Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Urdu), 2nd March, 4pm

A level:

• French, German, Spanish, Chinese, Italian, Russian, TBC, 4pm
(rearranging owing to teacher industrial action)

• Recorded on demand French, German and Spanish – including 
language specific examples

GCSE and GCE Conducting 
the Speaking Exam Training

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_9_1_german_conducting_the_speaking_exam_feb_2023_.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_french_conducting_the_speaking_exam.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_spanish_conducting_the_speaking_exam.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_conducting_the_speaking_exam_for_all_our_gcse_modern_languages.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_conducting_the_speaking_exam_for_all_our_gcse_modern_languages.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_gcse_conducting_the_speaking_exam_for_all_our_gcse_modern_languages.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/pearson_edexcel_a_level_modern_languages_conducting_the_speaking_exam.html
https://pearson.cventevents.com/event/1a1cf785-becd-45ed-aa4c-e37029d9f071/summary
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Spotlight on (one stop doc providing advice and useful 
links to speaking support):

• GCSE speaking

• A level Speaking

Video walkthroughs on how to conduct the speaking 
exam:

• GCSE

• A level 

NB: Caveat to info in videos (being updated): oral 
assessments are now uploaded via Learner Work 
Transfer (LWT) not CD or USB stick

Additional Support

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/Spotlight_on_GCSE_Speaking_2022.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/French/2016/Teaching and learning materials/Spotlight-on-ALevel-Speaking.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fuu26eI-Nwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRxhZyP1mtw
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• 17 April – 19 May 2023

• Refer to the Administrative Support Guides for additional 
details relating to:

• Access to exam materials

• Learner Work Transfer submission

• Retention of students notes following oral exams

• GCSE Administrative Support Guide

• GCE Administrative Support Guide

• GCSE Speaking Exam Crib sheet for Teacher-Examiners

Speaking Exam Window, 
GCSE and GCE

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/forms-and-administration/GCSE-MFL-Administrative-Support-Guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/French/2016/forms-and-administration/AdminSupportGuide_2020.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/forms-and-administration/Crib-sheet.docx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/forms-and-administration/Crib-sheet.docx


GCSE Paper 4, Writing 
‘Optionality' amendment
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• Very popular 'Covid' amendment in Summer 2022.

• We submitted an amendment request to Ofqual to be able 
to keep the following features:

o All question titles will now appear in English for both 
Foundation and Higher tier papers

o An additional 5 minutes assessment time has been 
added to the Foundation tier papers

o Increased optionality with the addition of Question 
2(b) to the Foundation papers

• Applies to all 14 GCSE Modern Languages we offer

• All Specifications and Sample Assessment Materials have 
been updated to show the change.

Paper 4 Writing 'Optionality' 
amendment



DfE/Ofqual 

Non-core vocabulary 
change
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• Ofqual has removed the specific requirement for 
GCSE assessments to use vocabulary that is not on the 
vocabulary lists.

NB 

• The 2016 GCSEs’ vocabulary lists were not required 
to be comprehensive and presumed prior knowledge 
from KS3 study. This is very different to GCSE 2024!

• Our papers will only use words from the vocabulary list, 
plus words in the following categories: (see next slide)

DfE Vocabulary Amendment for 
Summer 2023
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• Derived forms from the grammar list, according to the 

tier, eg conjugations of verbs in all the required tenses, all 

the different articles.

• Cognates which are genuine cognates in the target 

language (eg impression, invasion, Energie) and not ‘false 

friends’ (eg monnaie, constipado, eventuell).

• Words which are assumed prior knowledge from KS3 

eg colours, numbers and other commonly used items

• Common, easily recognisable place names and proper 

names (Paris, Madrid, Berlin)

DfE Vocabulary Amendment for 
Summer 2023
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• There may be a very small number of words not listed in 

the vocabulary lists and which are outside of the 

categories mentioned above, but whose inclusion is 

integral to the question. 

• Any such words will be glossed and will not be targeted in 

the questions.

DfE Vocabulary Amendment for 
Summer 2023



Overview of the Pearson 
GCSE accessibility 
amendments
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• Pearson-specific and unrelated to Covid 
amendments.

• Summer 2022 was the first full series with 
these amendments.

• Designed to reduce cognitive load, level 
of demand and improve clarity.

• Full information, including a guide and 
video, is available on our website.

• Very positive feedback from teachers and 
students!

Pearson Edexcel’s 
accessibility amendments

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016/teaching-support/learning-from-our-learners.html
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• Shorter extracts/texts in listening and reading.

• More accessible use of target language.

• Fewer and less demanding inference questions.

• Content more relatable and within the experience 

of GCSE students.

• Literary texts and authentic material (including cultural) 

more rigorously adapted to make them more accessible.

• Adapted design of listening papers to create additional 

pause time.

• Simplified bullets in writing paper and clearer rules for 

translation.

• Students now prompted to ask a question in speaking.

Pearson Edexcel’s accessibility 
amendments in brief
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Continuing our accessibility 
amendment success

1
7

Students very happy. 

Reported that the exam 

was much more 

accessible. Appreciated 

slower speed of delivery 

and more time to process

between questions.

Students were delighted 

to receive a fair paper

that wasn't trying to trick 

them…Students were able 

to show what they had 

learnt.

There was a more 

realistic amount of 

cultural content than 

in previous years, 

and the level was 

more appropriate….

Students at both foundation 

and higher tier were much 

happier with the exam this 

year. They definitely found 

that the removal of examples 

and shorter listening 

passages were a lot better.

We found that the 

students came out of 

the exams with more 

confidence than in 

previous years.

Much more accessible 

to students. They like 

the multiple choice 

questions and find it 

better to have less 

inference questions.



Post-exam series 
support
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Spotlight on Exam Results:

One stop documents providing information and links to 
results days, ResultsPlus, Access to Scripts, Post-results 
services.

• GCSE

• GCE

Question papers, mark schemes 
and examiner reports

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/Spotlight_on_exam_results.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/Spotlight_on_exam_results.pdf
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• Question Papers available following completion of exam 
session.

• Mark schemes published by end of July/early August.

• Grade boundaries available on Results Days:

• GCE 17th August

• GCSE 24th August.

• Examiner reports published Tuesday after Results Day*.

Exam papers, mark schemes 
and examiner reports

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
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• Online analysis tool

• Analyse your students' results question by question

• See how they compare to national averages

• Comparison possible at multi-academy trust level, to 
analyse across centres.

*Access examiner reports on results day on ResultsPlus.

ResultsPlus

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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• Proportion of students achieving grades was to be at a 
midpoint between 2019 and 2021 grading.

• For GCSE French and German there was also a +2% 
point adjustment for grades 7 and 9, and +1% point for 
grade 4 to bring in line with Spanish. 

Summer 2022 Grading

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/understanding-grade-boundaries-2022.pdf
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Ofqual statement, Dr Jo Saxton, September 2022:

• Students in the 2023 cohort have not experienced 
national school and college closures during their 2-year 
courses of study, but we know they have 
experienced some disruption.

• 2023 cohort will be protected in grading terms if their 
exam performance is a little lower than before the 
pandemic.

• We expect that overall results in 2023 will be much 
closer to pre-pandemic years than results since 2020. 
This decision means that results in 2023 will be lower 
than in 2022.

Summer 2023 Grading

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2023-and-autumn-2022


New GCSE (2024) 
development
(French, German, 
Spanish)



GCSE 2024: key features and changes
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BASICS:

• Year 8 will be first 

cohort

• Tiering continues

• Speaking: 25% 

non-examined 

assessment

DIFFERENT:

• Smaller vocabulary 

lists: 1200 FT, 1700 

HT

• Less inference and 

only in reading

• Rubrics in English

NEW:

• New focus on 

phonics via sound 

symbol 

correspondences 

(SSCs)

• Different approach 

in assessment 

objectives



Key change: Assessment Objectives (AOs)

AO1 Understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in 

writing

35%

AO2 Understand and respond to written language in speaking and in 

writing

45%

AO3 Demonstrate knowledge and accurate application of the grammar 

and vocabulary prescribed in the specification

20%

• Explore the details in our Assessment Objective overview

LISTENING SPEAKING READ ALOUD CONVERSATION WRITINGREADING

SPEAKINGDICTATIONREAD ALOUD WRITING

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/assessment-objective-overview-draft.pdf


Our qualification at a glance
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0401 02 03

Speaking (NEA*)

50 marks, 25%

15 minutes prep time

FT: 7-9 mins

HT: 10-12 mins

• Read aloud

• Role play

• Picture task and 

conversation

Listening

50 marks, 25%

FT: 45 mins 

HT: 60 mins

5 mins reading time 

included

• Listening

• Dictation

• 3 listens

Reading

50 marks, 25%

FT: 45 mins 

HT: 60 mins

• Reading

• Translation into 

English

Writing

50 marks, 25%

FT: 1 hour 15 mins

HT: 1 hour 20 mins

• Picture task (FT)

• Two writing 

responses (FT and 

HT)

• Translation into 

French

CLEAR
FAMILIAR

STRAIGHTFORWARD

*NEA = Non-exam assessment



Join us at our nationwide launch events!
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https://pearson.cventevents.com/event/74a3aaca-6f7b-4741-b3d4-040a3bd6780c/summary


Permission to Speak: 
Amplifying Marginalised 
Voices Through Languages

Pearson’s 
Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion 
collection for 
languages
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• Series of resources focused on 
diversifying the MFL curriculum

• Written by thought leaders and 
educators, through support of Lisa 
Panford, Co-Chair of the ALL 
Decolonising the Secondary MFL 
Curriculum Special Interest 
Group.

• Background information, discussion 
points and student activities

• Access the resources here. 

Permission to Speak Series

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/modern-languages/why-languages-matter/diversity-and-inclusion/permission-to-speak.html
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• Black History Month

• Culture Beyond Europe

• LGBT+ History Month

• Talking About Race

• The Influence of Islam 
on Language and 
Culture

• Historical figures

• European Day of 
Languages

• Environmental Justice

More coming soon…

Resources available



Keep in touch
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Your MFL Subject Advisor:

Rebecca Waker

Telephone: 0333 0164092

Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

Email

Book a video appointment

You can sign up for Rebecca’s

e-updates by completing this

online form.

We also have an online community

especially for language teachers.

Contact us

mailto:@PearsonTeachEng
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:​https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/SheenaNewlandLanguagesSubjectAdvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
mailto:​https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/SheenaNewlandLanguagesSubjectAdvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGdXSAU/languages
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Follow our Facebook page for 
regular updates
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For more courses see the section for Modern Languages on Pearson 
Professional Development Academy.

Find out more

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Languages&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk



