
  ASSOCIATION FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING

     LONDON REGION BRANCH

                                                      Committee Meeting

           Minutes

             Thursday 18.09.2003, 17.30 – 19.15, CILT, London

Present: Charles Claxton (Chairperson), Kathleen Merino (Vice-Chairperson) Claire Jones (Secretary), Giovanna Muszynska (Assistant Secretary) and members: Kausar Ali, Jolande Botha, Jacquie Henderson, Peter Moore, Pat Semple, Helen Myers, Sharon Mangion

& Sarah Bird, Joanne Campling, Christina Sanchez (new members) In attendance: Peter Boaks (CILT), Jane Collis (RLN), Bill Musk (Past President)

1. A) Apologies: Nick Byrne, Martin Childs (Treasurer), Marion Grimm, Nick Mair, Jackie    Meikle (ALL HMSO).

B) Welcome to new members. Sarah Bird (nominated by Helen Myers and seconded by Sharon Mangion), Joanne Campling (nominated by Claire Jones, seconded by Jacquie Henderson), Christina Sanchez (nominated by Charles Claxton, seconded by Sarah Bird)

Jane Collis (RLN) in attendance as observer and to speak about event on 26th September, but to join as co-opted member (nominated by Giovanna Muszynska and seconded by Jolande Botha).

2. Minutes of ALL meeting of 08.05.03 - approved.

3. Matters arising – none

4. Chairperson’s report:

Excellent to see several new members once again.  Carry on recruiting! Thanks to those people involved in organising events.  Important for the Branch for these events to take place, but it must be ensured that they are carried through and people take personal responsibility for what they have promised to do. Chairperson/Secretary cannot always chase issues as (like most committee members) both have busy, full-time posts, so an element of trust is necessary. So fulfilling of promises is appreciated, and as much support as possible will be provided – by Rugby too.

5. Secretary’s report:

Welcome to new committee members and thanks to those directly involved in organising 

Events.  As well as continuing to follow tried and tested methods that have ensured the success of the London Branch up to now, new ideas are welcomed.

For further progress as a Branch, we feel that S.Yorks is a good model to follow.  There is a very strong program of events, tailored to needs.  Claire distributed documents kindly sent by Eva Lamb – Chairperson of South Yorks branch prior to this meeting.  To be discussed later.  Pricing structure for events also to be reviewed in due course.

6.  Treasurer’s Report

Unable to attend, but message sent via Jacquie Henderson that the committee is currently £1000 in credit.  Expense claims to be dealt with as soon as possible. Claire to request direct contact details from Treasurer and send on expenses claims (*done) Any volunteers who would like to assist in role of Treasurer are welcome.

7.  Jane Collis from RLN spoke re: event organised for European Day of Languages on 26th September.  Focus on role of Languages in Employment, and also a celebration on London’s multi-culturalism/diversity.  An inclusive message to be promoted. Foreign Press Association, French Chamber of Commerce and London First to be present. London Branch members interested in attending or receiving more literature to contact Jane by email

8. Pat Semple - Committee member and Freelance Consultant - is co-ordinating 

an audit on the National Languages Strategy being carried out by CILT and 

the network of Comenius Centres. The audit is is designed to map levels of 

activity in LEAs and schools in England and the support required nationally 

to help the process, with particular reference to the issue of 

implementation of MFL entitlement at KS2 .  The exercise is fact-finding 

rather than evaluative and will gather raw data, which will hopefully show 

up trends and clear messages - also impact of Green Paper.

Findings will be compiled into a report and submitted to the DfES:

Interim report 1st October 2003

Final report 14th January 2004

Cross-section of schools to be sent questionnaire.  Request for some 

members to be interviewed after meeting, if possible.

9. Sub-committee reports/events

ACL Attendance by London Branch members on Sat October 4th would be appreciated. 
 Kausar Ali was thanked for effort in organising such an excellent program.  Claire to attend and write report for newsletter. (*done) Final drive on publicity: Sharon Curry to be contacted at Rugby to place info in weekly newsletter.  CILT community Languages newsletter – event has already been publicised in this

German event on Sat November 8th. Organised by Jolande Botha.  Further publicity to be arranged – ALLnet, Linguanet, CILT newsletter if possible – undertaken by Claire/Jolande *(done)

ICT: Nick Mair’s event at Dulwich School was successful and well attended.  The maximum capacity per session was 15 people (for practical reasons) and this was attained. Claire to ask Nick to write report for newsletter (*deadline since agreed: 31st October)

 
ICT Events at Ashcombe School: Tue 7th October 2003         
pm

                                                                 Tue 25th November 2003    
pm     

                                                                        Tue 10th February 2004      
full day

                                                                        Wed 26th May 2004            full day  

                                                                        Wed 24th June 2004           full day

Joint Event – ALL/Ashcombe &

Language Colleges Network

PGCE event – 13th October.  Sharon Mangion has liased with Ruth Hellibron at the Institute to organise this. Other London –base PGCE training centres have also been invited. Sharon to contact Nick Mair (*done) – by 1st October re: catering requirements. Nick has also advised re: planning/structure following last year’s highly successful event – with Q&A session etc.  Documentation required from Rugby.

Bill Musk has kindly agreed to be the main speaker.  Claire - London Branch ALL/French, Nick ICT/ top tips, Jolande - German, Jacquie- Italian (unable to attend on day). Giovanna – assistance with registration. Others e.g Spanish tbc BT required – if anyone has any contacts. * Event was also attended by Joanne Campling who spoke about a forthcoming time management project. 

AGM Sat 29/11/03 – Goethe Institut has been booked by Claire, Claire to put together program and AGM Agenda (the latter together with Charles), liase with speakers, arrange catering and certificates. Also to order new badges and ALL literature from Rugby and send out all publicity (*done) Giovanna has offered to co-ordinate bookings and help at welcome desk – Claire also to do this & * Marion Grimm has since kindly offered to help also.
10. Future events:

French – sub-committee to be restructured.  Members are as appear on updated committee list.  Claire to distribute details of session for AS/A Level students to the sub-committee members & re-establish contact with Wendy Hewing – probable speaker. (*done)  This has been done and date of Friday 2nd July 2004 pencilled in – to be discussed at next meeting. 

Italian – Session at Dulwich College with Jacquie Henderson, still under –discussion, New sub-committee members to meet up re: planning of events.  Sharon Mangion to attend Italian Event on Sat 4th October

Spanish – Again some new members with fresh ideas, but Kathleen Merino expressed hope that Verse/prose Competition which has been successful in the past could be rekindled.  Claire to send Kathleen the contact details of Jackie Meikle, (*done) for when Jackie returns from vacation. Christian Sanchez keen to be involved in planning Spanish event.

If possible, sub-committees to share ideas/organise events via group emails as well as during meetings.  Claire to send out new committee list with complete contact details (*done).  Helen to distribute copies if a questionnaire based on S. Yorks document but tailored to needs in London and the SE and to distribute this to members.  Also discussed the putting together of a newsletter for sharing Branch news

11. Matters of concern:

Expense of sending out publicity to London Branch members by post, as London is such a large branch – cost estimated at £200 or more – envelopes, stamps, photocopies. Also very time-consuming. Other methods of publicity to be looked into / discussed.  Collection of members’ email addresses to be suggested.

12.  AOB:

Peter Moore mentioned ongoing issue of underachievement of boys.  Ideas mentioned: Football as a motivator – Arsenal players.  “Fou de foot” video available.  Islington LEA currently trying out a scheme – 6 week programme co-ordinated by Languages advisor.

Bill Musk drew attention to the forthcoming Languages World event 2nd to 4th April in Oxford. Also, there is Languages and Cultural Learning Show – November 14th/15th  (Charles, Claire – are speakers at sessions on the 15th). Roadshow also in pipeline.  Rugby preparing Branch handbook. Sincere thanks to Bill Musk for attending the meeting and giving advice and information.

13. Date for next meeting now confirmed as Thursday 22nd January 2004.  Thank-you as always to Peter Boaks and CILT for providing venue and refreshments, and to Peter also for his advice and help and contributions during meetings

