Language course accreditation

Performance measures - an explanation

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/schools_08/s4.shtml

Counting a wider range of qualifications

Prior to 2004, the Tables only counted GCSEs and GNVQs in the performance indicators. In order to report a wider range of qualifications, QCA assigned points to all qualifications approved for use pre-16 on a scale equivalent to GCSEs. The point scoring system developed by QCA is designed for use as a means of measuring school performance. It allows the reporting of different types of qualifications at an equitable basis. It is not designed to allow judgements to be made about the value of different qualifications. 

QCA have assigned each qualification a threshold contribution figure expressed as a percentage as well as a point score:

five GCSEs at A*-C (and equivalent) contribute 100% to the level 2 threshold; and 

five GCSEs at A*-G (and equivalent) contribute 100% to the level 1 threshold. 

Using this formula, a GCSE A*-C is equal to one fifth, or 20% of the level 2 threshold. In the same way, all qualifications included in the KS4 Tables have been assigned a percentage contribution to the level 1 and 2 thresholds.

http://www.assetlanguages.org.uk/governors/default.aspx

The overall Level 2 measure of 5 A*-C represents a notional threshold of 100% – thus each full GCSE at A*-C or equivalent contributes 20% towards this measure. Any approved level 2 languages qualification regardless of size will contribute to the overall A*-C measure.

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/schools_08/testandexam_pointscores08.doc

Level 1 and 2 performance figures

Qualification
NQF Level
Level 2 threshold contrib.
Level 1 threshold contrib.
Point score

GCSE - grade A*
Level 2
20%
20%
58

GCSE - grade A
Level 2
20%
20%
52

GCSE - grade B
Level 2
20%
20%
46

GCSE - grade C
Level 2
20%
20%
40

GCSE - grade D
Level 1
0%
20%
34

GCSE - grade E
Level 1
0%
20%
28

GCSE - grade F
Level 1
0%
20%
22

GCSE - grade G
Level 1
0%
20%
16

NVQ in Performing Engineering Operations - Pass
Level 1
0%
120%
168

National Certificate in Business - Merit
Level 2
80%
80%
196

BTEC First Diploma in Applied Science - Merit
Level 2
80%
80%
184

BTEC First Certificate in Applied Science - Merit
Level 2
40%
40%
92

Functional Skills
Level 2
10%
10%
23

Functional Skills
Level 1
0%
10%
12.5

Functional Skills Entry Level 1
Level 1
0%
0%
5

Functional Skills Entry Level 2
Level 2
0%
0%
6

Functional Skills Entry Level 3
Level 3
0%
0%
7

Asset Language Units – Grade 9
Level 2
5%
5%
13.8

Asset Language Units – Grade 8
Level 2
5%
5%
12.3

Asset Language Units – Grade 7
Level 2
5%
5%
10

Asset Language Units – Grade 6
Level 1
0%
5%
8.5

Asset Language Units – Grade 5
Level 1
0%
5%
7

Asset Language Units – Grade 4
Level 1
0%
5%
4.8

Modern Language indicators

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/schools_08/s5.shtml

Modern Foreign Languages Indicators

The 2008 Statement of Intent confirmed the Secretary of State's decision to report:

· Percentage of pupils at the end of KS4 who achieved at least one full GCSE (or equivalent) at grade A*-C in a modern foreign language 

· Percentage of pupils at the end of KS4 who achieved at least one short course GCSE (or equivalent) at grade A*-G in a modern foreign language. 

To be counted in the new indicators, a pupil must have achieved:

· Any Level 1 or Level 2 modern foreign language qualification approved for use pre-16, e.g. GCSEs, the Languages Ladder/Asset Language qualifications or NVQ language units; or 

· AS taken early; or 

· Level 3 Asset Language qualifications taken early. 

http://www.assetlanguages.org.uk/governors/default.aspx

First Languages Indicator: 

Measuring attainment of the equivalent of a full GCSE at Level 2 (A*-C) 

Any qualifications must be at level 2 (equivalent to GCSE A*-C) and must add up to a 20% contribution or more to the level 2 threshold e.g: 

1 x GCSE at grade A*-C (20%) or 

2 x Short Course GCSEs at grade A*-C (2 x 10%) or 

4 x Asset Languages at Intermediate (4 x 5%) or 

4 x NVQ language units at level 2 (4 x 5%)

Second Languages Indicator:

Measuring attainment of the minimum of a short course GCSE at level 1 (D-G) 

Any qualifications which are equivalent to the minimum of a GCSE short course at D-G and contribute 10% or more to the Level 1 threshold e.g: 

1 x GCSE Short Course at grade A*-C or D-G (10%) or 

2 x Asset Languages at Preliminary or Intermediate (2 x 5%) or 

2 x NVQ language units at level 1 or level 2 (2 x 5%)or 

2 x Asset Languages (Preliminary or Intermediate) or 

1 x NVQ language unit (level 1 or 2) (10%) or 

1 x GSCE at grade D-G (20%)

AQA Level 1 Certificate in French (FCSE)

http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualification/50021655.seo.aspx

http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/QualificationPerformanceMeasures.aspx?QlnRefCode=50021655

Performance Figures

Grade
Contribution to the level 1 threshold
Performance Points
GCSE equiv)
GCSE equiv)

Distinction
20%
34.00
20% = 1 full GCSE
D = 34

Merit
20%
28.00
20% = 1 full GCSE
E = 28

Pass
20%
19.00
20% = 1 full GCSE
F = 22 / G = 16

http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/alt_accred/fcse/issues.htm

Performance points
Pass (level 4) - 19 points
Merit (level 5) - 28 points
Distinction (level 6) - 34 points


Asset Languages

http://www.assetlanguages.org.uk/governors/default.aspx

CEF = Common European Framework

Stages
NQF
General Quals
National Curriculum
CEF approx

Mastery: Grades 16 & 17
Level 6


C1/C2

Proficiency: Grades 13-15
Level 4


B2/C1

Advanced: Grades 10-12
Level 3
AS / A Level

B1/B2

Intermediate: Grades 7-9 
Level 2
GCSE A* - C
7-EP
A2/B1

Preliminary: Grades 4-6 
Level 1
GCSE D - G
4-6
A1/A2

Breakthrough: Grades 1-3 
Entry Level
Entry 1-3
1-3
A1

Asset Languages Stages
Grade

Points per skill
Points x 4 skills
GCSE equiv

Advanced
Each Asset Languages Advanced qualification counts for 10% towards the Level 2 (A*-C) and Level 1 (D-G) thresholds. (So 4 quals count for 40%).
Grade 12

34.5
138



Grade 11

30.75
123



Grade 10

27
108


Intermediate
Each Asset Languages Intermediate qualification counts for 5% towards the Level 2 (A*-C) and Level 1 (D-G) thresholds. (So 4 quals count for 20%).
Grade 9

13.75
55
A = 52


Grade 8

12.25
49
B = 46


Grade 7

10
40
C = 40

Preliminary
Each Asset Languages Preliminary qualification counts for 5% towards the Level 1 (D-G) threshold. (So 4 quals count for 20%).
Grade 6

8.5
34
D = 34


Grade 5

7
28
E = 28


Grade 4

4.75
19
F = 22
G = 16

Breakthrough
Asset Languages Breakthrough qualifications are at Entry Level, so do not count towards the threshold, but do count towards average points per student and value added. 
Grade 3

3.5
14



Grade 2

3
12



Grade 1

2.5
10
U = 0

Resources and more Information

http://www.cilt.org.uk/14to19/alt_accred/fcse/resources.htm

[image: image1.png]Sharing resources and ideas with others

Many teachers enjoy sharing resources they have made in free resource-sharing forums.
In these forums it is usually possible to search by language and key stage or to find
resources for particular tapics. As the FCSE increases in papularity, it is liely that
teachers will share their resources for this course on these farums.

TES resaurces
The teacher resource exchange

WL resaurces

ML resources 2

Vocational Languages Resource Bank
MFLE Scotland

Linguanet forum
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